0 Bk 
A % 7 . 


ners 
ON THE NATURE OF, | 
I N . X * 
on, OF THE f 
INTERCOURSE 
between the | 
SOUL ano BODY, 
| W hich is supposed to be 
Either by Puys1car IxrLux, or by SerkITUAL 


 InrLux, or by PaxE-ESTABLISHED 
HARMONY. 


MA, E 


js _ "'Translated fromthe Livin: of 


Hon. EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, - 


Originally publiſhed in the Year ns: 


THE unte Aren > 


. 2 n * 
CHEST ER: 


PRINTED and ſold by c. w. LEADBEATER, 


| Sold alſo by 
M. Stor, No. 25, Goswell-street, London; and 
I. and W. CLARKE, Manchester: — Or may be 
had 0 EC 


Town and Country. 


1798. 


: * 
» 
© Py * 
* 
» : - 
4 K 


| TRANSLATOR's PREFACE. 


þ HUMBLY ADDRESSED 
A 4 ro „ | | 
5 p * 
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5 the Subject of the following 


80 is it of high Importance, whether 
we consider it in Respect to Natural 
or Revealed Religion. The ancient 
Atheists, as Anaximander, Democri- . 
tus, &c. founded their inpious Tenets 
on the Hipothesis of Matter being the 
only Principle, to the Exclusion of al 
immaterial Substances: Their Follow- 
ers in Infidelity, down to the modern 
Times, have done the ſame; nor in- 
deed is there any other Foundation, 


weak as it 1550 on which the a Sys- 
1 


Sheets is of deep Consideration. 
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of Atheigm can be raised. That 
e Abſurdities of a Doctrine, which 
hanabed all wise Designs and final 
Causes from the Creation and Govern- 
ment of che World, might. not, by 
plain unsupported Assertions, shock 
the common Sense of Mankind, (who: _ 
are prone to the Belief and Worship 
of a God, wilst untainted in their Mo- 
rals and Education) the Authors and 
+  Abettors of this Impiety employed 
their Invention to form Theories, 
whereby to account for Effects with- 
out Causes, at least without adequate 
Causes; as by mafntaining the Eter- 
nity of the World in it's present Form; 
or, where this could not pas, by ad- 
vancing at least an Eternity of Atoms, 
which by the Direction of Chance and 
_ a cy Jumble, happened at last to form 
themselves into the present orderly 
- mundane System. And as they were 
no less Puzzled to account for Life, 
Consciousness, and Intellect, upon 
their corpuscular Plan, they found 
themsely es reduced. to the Necessity 
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of eribing to Matter, under particular 
Modifications, ertain active powers 
which are absalutely inconsistent with 
It's known essential Properties, affirm- 
ing the Soul to be Nothing but a more 
delicate and refined Configuration of 
Atoms, and the mental Operations 
to proceed from the mechanical Moti- 
ons of rarified Matter; thus making 
the Principles of Life and Understand- 

ing to be only the Modes of that which 
_ Has Nothing vital or intelligent in it, 
and ſo ascribing more to the Effect 

than j is in the Cause to give. These 
complicated Absurdities (Which are 
to be considered'as so many impudent 
Insults on the Understanding of Man- 
Kind, as well as so many wicked Ef. 
forts to destroy the Peace and Securi- 
ty of Society, and the Comfort of every 
Individual in it) have been so tho-— 
roughly detected and conſuted, that 
Atheism as a System no longer liſts up 
it's Head, but hides itself under false 

Covers, and seeks to deceive in more 
>Peetous Forms; it does not present. 

B 2 
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itself now as the open, but as the whit- 
ed Sepulchre; does not professedly 
declare War against the Majest) and 
Existence of Almighty God, but ally en- 

deavours so to undermine his Attributes, 
as maylead to the Disbelief of him; not 


[ 


© girectly opposing the Immortality of 


the Soul, but striving by false Reaſon- 
ing to invalidate the Prooſs on which 
it rests; hence an erroneous and cor- 


wmupt Philosophy, ascribing Influx to 


Matter, as also a Capacity, at least 
Capability of thinking, and à self-ac- 
tive Power of exciting Sensations in 
Man, and thence deriving Ideas and 
Intellection, according to that atheis- 

tical Maxim, Nzbil ent in Huellectu, qua 
nan prius fuit in Senſu: whereas it is the 
perceptive Faculty of the Mind alone, 
that gives to Sense its Name and Na- 
ture; and therefore, after the Separa- 
tion of the Soul from the Body, the 
latter is destitute of Sense; or, in other 
Words, it is the Soul through the 
Mind, by the Medium of rightly dis- 
poscd Organs, that reaches to the Ob- 


— 
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jet, and not the Object that inpress- 
es the Mind by any influxile Power 
therein. From a like Delusion of Er- 
ror it is, that some have set up Nature 
as a first Principle, in the Place of God, 
whereby to account for physical Ope- 
rat ions and Productions; whereas Na- 
ture is Nothing in itsehf, any more 
than Chance, but a mere Word with 
out any Meaning or Idea belonging to 
it, if considered in any other View 
than as that System of Laws whereby 
Almighty God upholds this visible 
World, and produces the infinite Va- 
riety of Forms and Effects in it, ac- 
cording to an established and regular 
Course of subordinate Causes and 
Means; and consequently; where the 
Mind terminates it's Views in a sup- 
posed Nature, as a self- moving Agent 
or Prineiple, it robs Got of the Honour 
due to his and transfers it to an 
Idol of it's owwtframing: As therefore 
2 false Philosophytunds to banishb Re- 
ligion from the Minds of Men, 80 a 
Err 
Kg. +: 
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Iy to true Theology: It is the former, 
such as was that of the Epicureans 
anti Stoics, that the Apostle joins 
with vain Deceit, Col. ii. 8; where- 

as the true Philosopher is he, that with 
an humble and religious Attention 
.£onsiders the Works of the Lord, and 
the Operations of his Hands, that 80 
From the Things that are made- and 
do appear, he may attain to a more 
rational Knowledge of the invisible 
Things of God, even his eternal Pow- 
er and Godhead, Rom. i. 20. So that 
to speak against ?rue Philosophy, is to 
speak ag ainst the Knowledge of God's 
Works and Wonders, as maniſested in 

the Creation, and against the right 


Use that such intellectual Improve- 


ments lead to. It is to this right Use, 

even to bring us to a nearer Acquain- 
tance with God, both as he is the God 
of Nature, and the God of our Salvati- 
on, that our Author has employed his 
philosophical Talents throughout his 
woluminous Wiitings, particularly in 
this short Tract on the Nature of In- 
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The Doctrine of Influx, as ascribed 
to Matter, and so making this the 
Foundation of Knowledge and of the 
Aﬀections in the Soul, approaches 
nearer to corporeal Atheism than 
is generally imagined, as it assigus 
to Matter Priority and Preemi- 
nence over Spirit, whilst it represents 


the former as an active Principle, 


and the latter but as a passive Subject, 
deriving all it's Furniture of Ideas and 
intellectual Improvement therefrom ; 
and therefore the religious Theist is 
concerned, from Principle, to oppose 
a Doctrine that strikes at the Root of 
Natural Religion, and that superior 
Excellence of the Soul above Matter; 
which affords the best natural Argu- 
ment in Support of its Immortality. 
But the Christian is still, more 
nearly interested in this Subject, as 
the Principles of his Religion discover 
to him the Dignity of his. Extraction 
as a Son of God, and as exalted to a 
Participation of the Divine Nature in 


Christ FE. he i 10 taught to consider 
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the corruptible Body, with which he 
is here invested, as a foul Crust of 
Mortality, a mere Prison-House 
Standing as a Partition-Wall betwixt' 
him and his Perfection ; that his true 
and proper Life, which is his Love 
and Wisdom, is in and from God by 
Influx and Emanation? and though 
he is at present tied and bound with 
this material Form, as with the Swad- 
Iing-Cloths of his Infant State, yet in 
Proportion as he dies to the Love of 
materia! Objects, he advances in his 
spiritual Growth, breaks his Bands 
asunder, and rises into the Liberty of 
the Sons of God. But though the 
Principles of our Religion do teach us 
these Truths, and though they are in 
2 Sort assented to by Christians, yet 
they are not effectually believed in, 
or understood in the Ground of a true 
Theosophy, but by a few : Thus for In- 
Stance, that Life is from God they 
reaclily own, and call him the Author 
of it; but then they conceive of it as. 
a 9 and afterward” 
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cabgisting j in them by, itself, as a Prin- 
ciple datched from, Cad and depend- 
ing on other distinct Causes for | it's 
Continustion; whereas it really pro- 
ceeds from God by Continual Influx, 
just as the Light 1 in our Houses comes 
from. the, Sun hy a continuous Emana+ 
tion ſtom it, aud cousequently, it does 
not so wel answer by Comparison to 
an Arrow ſrom his Quiver, as to a 
Stream from his Fountain; and we 
are more properly said to live from 
God than h him. It must be conſess 
ed, that this View. of our derivative 
Existence from God by Influx, adds 
greatly to the Sense of our, Depend- 
ance, on him, as knowing that in 
him we live, and move, and have our 
Being,” Acts xvii. 28;. and do hereby 
properly acknowledge the Life of God 
in the Soul of Man, which, in his pro- 
per State, is a Divine Life; and where 
it is otherwise, the Cause lies in the 


Abuse of Free-Will and misplaced Af. 


fections in the Recipient, nt, according 
to that Maxim, Ruicquid recipitur, reci- 
| _ ad Modum recipients. 


| | sical and enthusiastic. 7 
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The proneness of the human Mind 
to eonfine itself to the Objects of Sense, 
joined to the inordinate Love of IN 
and these streügthened by Example 
and Custom, do so familiarise material 
Nature to the Thoughts both of the 
Learned and Unlearned, that by De- 
_ Erees they become as it were chained 
down by it. Hence the Theories of 
speculative and philosophic Men have 
generally carried it for Matter against 
Spirit, whilst the few, of a more refin- 
ed and disengaged Understanding, 
have been treated by them a as whim- 


if Frei this ating Propenaty: + 
Materialiam proceeds Saducism in Re- 


ligion, denying all supernatural Ap- 
pearances and extraordinary Commu- 
nications with the Spiritual Worlds, 
though it is evident that such Dispen- 
sations have been from the Beginning, 
the Scriptures being full of them, not 
only in the Times of the Patriarchs, 
but after the giving of the Law: Nor 
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do we read that the People of God 
pleaded the ordinary Dispensations of 
the written word, and settled Ministry. 
against the Utility or, Need of them 
(as is so much the Custom at this Day): 
but considered them as Special Tokens of / 
the Drrine Favour, and high Priviledges 
of their Church; nay, lamented, the 
withdrawing of them as sad and Sor- 
Towful Signs. Thus it is said, on Occa- 
sion of the extraordinary Vocation of 
Samuel, * That the Word of the Lord 
was Precious in those Days, there was 
no open Vision,“ 1 Sam. Iii. 1. So in 
Psalm Ixxiy. 10, We see not our To- 
kens, there is not one Prophet more:“ 
And in Prov. xxxlv, .18,.* Where 
there is no Vision, the People perish.” 
Nor was the higher Dispensation of the 
Gospel intended to supersede the oc- 
casional Continuance of these extraor- 
dinary Vouchsafements in the Church; 
ſor we read in the sacred Records of 
Visions, angelical Appearances, pro- 
phetical Gifts, &c. after the Assension 
al our Lord and the Day of Pentecost; 


\ 


F 


= 


li The Translator's Preface 


and that we may not suppose them con- 
fined to those Times, St. Peter quotes 

the Prophecy of Joel concerning the 
Gifts, both of Prophecy and Vision 
to be dispensed in the last Days, and 
coneludes his Exhortation to his Hear- 

ers with telling them, that the Pro- 
mise was to them and their Children, 
andtoall that were afar of,” Acts ii. 39; 
without excepting any of the extraor- 
dinary Gifts. Great Pains have been 

taken, by certain Pretenders to Wis- 
dom to persuade the Church of Christ, 

that it is now cut off from. all Hopes of 

extraordinary Favours, nay, to tell al- 

most to a Year when every Thing su- 
pernatural departed from our Sion; 
andthe Belief of this has somehow ar 
other strangely prevailed amongst us 
under the Notion of a. more rational 
Religion; as if it were more rational 
to believe, that the Christian Church 
now is less the Lord's peculiar Care 
than it was of old; or as if it were 


more rational to think, that we are 


fallen into such Times, and such a State 
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of Things, as render them less need- 
ful and desirable now than in former 
Days. The Argument usually drawn 
against the Use or Occasion of such 
Dispensations, ſrom the Circumſtance 

of Chriſtianity being now the eſtab- 
liſhed Religion, is far too weak to pass 
with Men of Discernment, unless the 
same had held good under the like 
_ Eſtabliſhment of the Jewiſh Religion; 
or unless more were to be expected 
in Favour of Religion from the present 
human Eftabliſkments, than from such as 
were under the more immediate Su- 

perintendance and Direction of an 
extraordinary Providence. But what 
have Eſtabliſhments done, or what can 
they do? They can indeed free us 
from Persecution, that so we may be 
at Liberty to lead peacable and quiet. 


+ || Lives in all Godliness and Honesty; 


and this is confessedly a Mercy to be 

thankful for: They can also bestow 

this World's Riches and Honours on 

ecclesiastical Persons, or they can take, 

them away; But can they. establish 
C 
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Piety by a Law? Can they mesef b e 
the Unity of Faith by Acts of Unifor- 
mity? Can they by any Methods of 
Watchfulness hinder the Enemy from 
sowing the Tares of Error and Heresy 
in the Field of the Church, or subdue 
the Powers of Darkness with the tem- 
poral Sword? Nay, what Errors have 
they not supported? What Persecuti- 
ons have they not authorized against 
the best Christians, under Pretence of 

doing God Service? So that no Argu- 
ment can be urged in this Case from 
the Word Establishment, seeing that 
the Civil Magistrate can equally serve 
the Cause of Error, and, like Janus 
with his double Face, shew like Coun- 
tenance to the Doctrines of Rome and 
Geneva. But where bad Arguments 
cannot conclude, Ridicule may pre- 
vail ; and accordingly this also has been 
made Use of to discredit the Belieſ of 
all supernatural Communications, trea- 
ting them with Derision under the 
Name of New Lights. The Condition 
of Mockers and Scoffers is of all the. 
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most dangerous. as well from the par- 
_ ticular State of Mind that constitutes 
their Character, as because they are 

incapable of Conviction by Argument: 


nor does it, I think, any where appear 
in Scripture, that such a one was ever 


converted to the Truth. I shall not 
here say, how far the treating with 
 Ridicule the Light within, as commu- 
nicated by God to the Soul, comes un- 


der the Name of the unpradonable Sin: 


but thus much I will say, that they will 
do well tostand in Awe, that are temp- 
: ted thus to use it: for know, O Man, 
whoever thou art, that if thou hast no 


ness is thy Name, and Darkness is thy 


End. and if that which should be Light 


within thee be Darkness. how great is 


that Darkness! As to that general Pre- 


judice which some take Pains to excite 
against all Discoveries by extraordinary 
Communications, under the reproach- 
ſul Denomination of New Lights, it is 
sufficient to answer, that our gracious 


and good God has all * 


Cu 


7 


cupernitural Light within thee; Dar- 


— 
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fresh Discoveries of Truth, according to 
his good Pleasure, tosuch in his Church 
as have been rightly receptive of them, 
either for public or for private Benefit, 
nor does he at any Time cease to be 
gracious; and indeed. ill would it be ſor 
his poor, seeking, sorrowing Servants, 
on their Way through a dangerous 
World, if, whilst evil Spirits and evil 
Men are so indeſatigably employed to 
stumble and peplex them with new 
Errors, they were unsupplied with new 
Lights for their Direction and Saſety, 
and if the Father of Lights were less 
vigilant for our Preservation, than the 
Powers of Darkness are for our Destruc- 
tion. But wherefore all this Cry against 
new Light in spiritual Things, for 
are we not exhorted to growin Know- 
ledge; as well as in the Grace oſ our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ? Aud 
where the ordinary Means of this Know 
ledge fail, or may be insufficient for 
the Purposes of Sal vation, as may be 
the Case, shall we suppose that what 
is more will not * Or shall 


we set ourselves against the receiving 
of Light from above, unless it comes 
in this or that particular Form or Me- 
thod of instruction, and so conſine God 
in those Ways in which he has not con- 


fined himself, but left open for the more 
especial Display of his Goodness, and 
ſor our more immediate Help in every 
Time of Need? Surely this is neither 
consistent with Gratitude or Humility. 

Nothing is here intended against the 
usual and regular Methods of Instruc- 
tion and Improvement: God forbid? 
for it is certainly our Duty to be dili- 
gent in the Use of them, as the ordi- 
nary Means of God's Appointment 5 
but to urge against his imparting his 
Light and Truth to us by any other 


Means and Messengers, is io set Li- 


mits both to his Sovereignty and his 
Goodness, and to say to him. Thus 
far shalt thou go, and no farther:" We 
are apt enough to boast of new Lights 

in Arts and Sciences, and different 
Branches of Natural Philosophy; and 
why should we think that Knowledge 
99 5 


inthe Things of the Spiritual World is 
alone — of additional Improve- 
ments? However, if any are so fond of 
their old Ignorance, as to be unwilling 
to part with it for any new Light on 
this Subject, we shall leave them to the 
e they: are resalved to. e * 


hv Objection on this Subject re remains 
to be considered, viz. If Credulity in 
theſe Things should meet with Encou- 
ragement, we shall soon be over-rua 
with Enthusiasts and pretended V isio- 
naries, and their Followers: That the 
Authority af private Testimony in these 
Cases is not a sufficient Ground for our 
Assent, unless strengthened by the 
Power of working Mira@es: That as 
many well-meaning People are liable 
to Delusion themselves in these Mat- 
ters, so many wilfull Impostors have 
been known to go out into the World to 
deceive others; and that as we are at 
2 Loss betwixt them to know what to 
| believe and what not, it is both the 
cer and the shorter Way to give no 
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Credit to any Relations 5 anten 
| 0 this be it F N 


First, It be W that Over- 
Credulity is an [xtreme to be careful 
ly guarded against, as it may expose 
us to Danger trom every Delusion and 
Imposture, and also give Occasion to 
much Superstition; and therefore we 
have it given in Charge, Not to be- 
lieve every Spirit, but to try the Spi- 
rits, whether they are of God,“ 1 
John iv. 1. But then this cautionar7 
Precept inſers as strongly for the be+ 
lieving of some Spirits, aſter due Trial, 
as ſor the rejecting oſ others; and ob- 
stinate Incredulity, called in Scripture 
an evil Heart of Unbelief, heing at 
— as dangerous: Nor were the Jews 
only reproved for their Disobedience 
to A written Law, but also for. their 
disbelieving their extraordinary Mes- 
sengers the Prophets, even when they 
came uneredentialed hy Miracles; for 


John the Baptist wroyght no Miracles, 


The 110 * then lies 1 these 
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Application after the Time in which 


Truth, and it is by the latter that the 
Tord openeth our Understanding that 


two Extremes, and we are required to 
make the best Use of those Helps that 
are afforded us for the Direction of our 


discerning of Spirits was always to re- 
main in the Church, follows from the 
necessary Use of it in every Age; 
nor can it be reasonably supposed, that 
those Words of the Apostle, We are 
of God; hereby know we the Spirit of 
Truth from the 'Sp irit ofError,” 1 John 
iv. 1, were Mage no Meaning and 


he fed. If it be thought sufficient to 
day, that we are no left to the written 
Word for our Directory; be it answered. 
that the spiritual sense of the written 
Word is given to us by the Spirit of 


we may understand the Scripture; 
these two Witnesses, Letter and Spirit, 


thus cojnoining their Testimony bycor- 


responding Evidence, as Face answer- 


| oth to Face in à Glass. Again, our 
Ford has graciously provided for the 


Judgment therein. That the Gift of | 
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Saſety and Peace of the sincere Chiig- 
. tian, by the Promise of Light, suffi- 
- cient for him under any Doubts per- 

taining to Salvation. If any will do 
his Will, [is willing to obey what he 
knows to be the Will of God, ] he shall 
know of the Doctrine whether it be 
_ of God,” John vii. 17. And as to those 
little Deceptions and Errors of Judg- 
ment, which break in upon no Duties 
of religious or moral Obligation, they 
may be compared to the innocent Fol- 
lies of little Children which love der 
Eee another. 


| Saad * * that T 
ef calling out for Miracles, as the any 
Proof. of the Commission of those who 
make fresh Discoveries of Truth to us; 
it is to be observed, that the Appeal 
to this Test generally proeeeds from 
much Ignorance, both as to the Nature 
of Miracles and the Nature of Truth. 
That Miracles have frequently been 
used in Condescension to the Infirm- 
ties of Human Nature, and to stop the 


"Mouths of Gainsayers, as also upon 
other Accounts, we are to acknowledge 
with Thankfulness, and adore therein f 
the mighty Power of God; nay, that 
they have all along subsisted in the | 
| Church, and do subsist, Imake no doubt, 
nor yet condemn the Disbeliefofothers 
as to this Article; but that they are ne- 
cessary, or promised to be the only Evi- 
"dence to the Authority of every extra- 
ordinary Messenger, or new Discovery 
of Truth, does not appear; and should the | 
Heathens of the East or West Indies | | 
put our Missionaries to his Hof of their. 
Authority, it might go near to hazard 
the Success of their benevolent Labours. 
Miracles have no necessary Connecti- 
on with Truth, nor do they enlighten 
the Mind with any Knewledge of it; 
the Reality of them may be quest ion eil, 
or they may be ascribed to other Causes 
than the true one (for ſalse Prophets 
and sedueing Spirits may work Won- 
dert); the Evidence of them may be 
resisted, or the Force of that Evidence 
may be prerpowered by worldly Con- 
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siderations and Influence; of all which 
we have Examples in Scripture. Now 
where Miracles fail of their proper Ef- 
fect, by not proving the Means of our 
Conviction, hoy add Condemnation 
to the Sin of Unbelief, and therefore 
they are often withheld in Mercy to the 
Incredulous; accordingly it is recorded 
-ofour Lord, that he did not many migh- 
ty Works in Nazareth because of their 
 Unbelief. But are there not other Ways 
of admitting the Force even of any 
- Kind of Truths, than by Miracles, ws © 
those better suited tothe Nature of 7 
Human Understanding. viz. by the 
Testimony of credible Witnesses, by 
moral Evidence and solid Reasoning, 
and above all, by a Purity of Intellect 
in certain defæcate Minds, between 
which and Truth there isa certain Aﬀi- 
nity or Sympathy, which-unites them 
without the Interventionof Argument? 
Now where the lowest Kind of Evi - 


dence is Heel. t to require our Assent 


to any Matter, it ought to have its pro- 
portionable Effect; and in that Case, our | 


* 
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Plea of not having that which is more, 
will not be admitted as a reasonable 
Excuse for Unbelief; and therefore. 
Thirdly, That Argument for rejecting 
all extraordinary Dispensations as the 


shortest and safest Way, on Account of 


the many Delusions and Impostors that 

are in the World, is not tobe allowed 
of; for however we may grant it tobe 
the shortest, it will not follow that it is 
the safest . It is a very good Reason for 
examining, but none for rejecting, 


where such Marks of Credibility ap- 


in the Witness, as would chal- 
lenge our Belief in any weighty Con- 
cerns of a temporal Nature. Many 
Things may be revealed in a superna- 
tural Way to Persons properly qualifi- 
ed and circumstanced, not only for the 
Benefit of Particulars, but also for the 
Use of the Church; and where any 
Thing of this Kind is publicly commu- 
nicated by such a one, that cool and 
candid Remonstrance of the Scribes in 


Favour of St. Paul, against the out- 
rageous Sadducees, is worthy of our - 
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Imitation: If a Spirit or an Angel 
hath spoken to him, let us not fight 


against God,“ Acts xxiii. 9. As to 


the Uncertainty in these Things, on 
Account of possible Counterfeits, we 
are subject to the like Difficulty in 
all our temporal Concerns, and if we 
will not proceed in any Matters with- 
out sensual Demoustration, we must 
cease from all Dealings with Man- 
kind; but herein we are content to 
act according to the best of our Judg- 
ments and so in the Case before us, 
from the Possibility of our being de- 
ceived, we should only infer, as was 
said before, the greater Need of Cau- 
tion in distinguishing betwixt true and 
false, pursuant to that Direction of 
the Apostle; “ Prove all Things, hold 
fast that which is good, 1 Thess. v. 
21. Besides, much of the Uncertain- 
ty here complained. of may arise from 
 oursebves, through wrong Prejudices or 
Habits, producing Incompetency of 
Judgment in these Matters; for the 
Impiety, the B 


* 
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and the Vices of Men, do both by 
natural and judicial Consequence blind 
the Understanding and confederate 
with the Spirit of Error in themselves, 
to cast a Mist of Darkness over the 
Works and Ways of God, 80 as to hin- 
der them from seeing any Thing clear- 
ly. Nor are we to expect tliat the 
Lord will alter the Course of Things in 
this World for our particular Satisfac- 
tion, or take away from evil Men and 
evil Spirits the Liberty and Power of 
Practising their Deceits, till he shall 
see fit to remove them out of. our 
Way; The Mystery of Iniquity, like 
all other Things in this World, has it's 
appointed Time, and till the End of 
that is come, Christ and Antichrist, 
Auauth and Error, will continue in Op- 
Position to each other, as they have 
done ever vince Man's deplorable 
Apostacy; and accordingly we find 
Good and Evil confronting and work- 
ing against each other in all the me- 
maorable Events recorded in the Bible, 
And in the Conflict betwixt these con- 
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Principles both within and with- 
out us, lies the Christian's Warfare. Is 
Moses called forth to work Miracles 
for the Deliverance of the Israclites? 
Jannes and Jambres are at Hand to mi- 
mic the divine Wonders with their 
magical Arts. Does Michaiab, a Pro- 
phet of the Lord. appear in the Court of 
Ahab? How is he opposed by the false 
Prophets, who seek to discredit his 
Predictions? Do the Sons of God pre- 
sent themselves before the Lord ? 
Satan also cames among them,” 
Job i. 6. And has it been otherwise in 
the Christian Church ever since the 
ſirst Ages of it? Nay, does not every 
one's Ex ce confirm the samer 
Was the Christian Religion establish 
ed in the Empire by Constantine, to- 
gether with that ſundamental Doctrine 
ofit, the Divinity: of our Lord and Sa- 
viour? Behold the detestable Heresy 
of Arius supplanting it in the Reign of 
his Successor? Did a Reformation of 
the Chruch from Papal Errors and Ty- 


_ ranny begin-in-Germany?-Scarcely had 
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it gained firm Footing in the Empire, 
but it was shaken and disgraced by the 
wild Uproar of mad Enthusiasts, under 
Pretence of Christian Liberty. Thus 
does False hood deck herself in the up- 
per Garment of Truth, that she may 
succeed the better in her Deceits; and 
thus does the Devil build bimself a 
Chapel at the Church Door. We are 
passing through a World of Difficulty. 
and Danger, where both Satan and 
lying Spirits incarnate are permitted, 
for the Trial and Perfecting of our 
Faith, to practise many Arts of De- 
ceit upon us, as well as many other 
Temptations to beguile us toour Ruin; 
and here we are not so much to con- 
sicder which is our shortest and easiest, 
as which is our best and saſest Way to 
 finish the Course of our Probation to 
the most Advantage: We are not to 
east away Truth and Error in the 
Lump with a promiscuous Neglect, in 
Order to gave ourselves the Trouble 
of separating them, but rightly to di- 
vide bet wixt the precious and the vile, 
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to pluck off the Covering of Lies ſrom 
the designing Impostor, and receive 
with Honour every Messenger of God 
bearing the Marks of Simplicity and 
Truth. Nor need we to fear falling 
into any | dangereus Mistakes, if to 
Christian Prude nce and Circumspec- 
tion we join Humbleness of Mind und 
Singleness of Heart; ſor greater is he 
that is with us than they that are 
against us, and in A en | 
see . | 


F thall add nb this Head a Word 
of Caution to such well-meaning, but 
weak Christians, as, through a strong 
Imagination, or fond Desire after su- 
pernatural Communications, may lay 
themselves open to delusion by too 
hasty a Belief of what may pass for 
such either in themselves or others. 
And here they will do well, in the 
first Place, to Check in themselves 
any growing Curiosity of knowing 
more concerning the Things of the 
other World, than the Lord has been 
| D 3 
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pleased to reveal in his Word, or sees 
proper to discover to them by the or- 
dinary Methods appointed for their 
Instruction; for mere Curioity is a 
dangerous Thing, and a wrong Mo- 
tive to Knowledge; it led to the first 
Transgression, and has been fatal to 
many since. Secondly, Let them be 
no less careful to watch against, and 
to suppress the first Motions of spiri- 

tual Pride, for this has generally a 
greater Share in the Desire aſter these 
Things than appears to many; as ſor 
Instance, a Proneness to. think more 

highly of ourselves than we ought to 
think, or a Desire to be highly thought 
of by others ſor such Distinctions, and 
thence a Forwardness to mistake our 

own Imaginations for Divine Visions; 
the Consequence of which is thinking 
Iightly of the ordinary Means of Sal- 
vation, and of the relative Duties, and 
dispising others; Whereas the Graces 
of Humility and Charity are ſar more 
excellent, and more profitable to the 


Soul, than the Knowledge of all Mys- 


1 
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teries, and the Gifts of Prophecy, and 
working: Miracles. Thirdly; As the 
Persons here spoken of are of slender. . | 


intellectual Abilities, or of slender in- 
telectual Improvements, a modest 
Diffidence in themselves is recommen- 
ded to them, and coolly to consider 
beſore they are taken with or pass 
Judgment upon any thing in the ex- 
traordinary Way, whether in them- 
Y celves or others; to refer the Matter 
to the Judgment and Advice of some 
Person of Piety, Experience, and good 
45 Life, rather than to depend upon their 
on Understanding; and, above all, 
to commend the Matter to God in 
Prayer for Guidance and Direction, 
that they may have a right Judgment 
in all Things pertaining to their spiri- 
tual Condition, and so neither fall into 
Self-Deception on the one Hand, nor 
*. Snare of the ny on the other. 


But if a Word of 8 is Wee 
' forithe Over-Credulous, a Word of Ad- 


vice is not less proper ſor the Here - 
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tous, seeing that the right Way always 
lies between the two Extremes, and 
it is just as dangerous to go too far'on 
the right Hand as on the left. There 
is a false Philosophy which leads to In- 
fidelity and Atheism, of which Men- 
tion has been made; and there is a 
Divine Philosophy which connects 
Physics with true Metaphysics, and 
is not improperly termed” FTusosoruv. 
The former of these confines it's Spe- 
culations to Matter, and aims at ex- 
plaining all Appearances whatever 
from no higher Cause; treats imma- 
terial Substances as Figments, denies 

all Communication betwixt the Soul 
and the Spiritual World, and so ban- 
tshes Man from his own proper Coun- 
try: The latter adds to the Science of 
Nature the Contemplation of the in- 
tellectual System; shews how spiritu- 
al Essences clothe themselves with 
corporeal Forms; ascends from Visi- 
bles to Invisibles, and traces Effects 
from their next immediate Causes up 
to their frst Cause wWäfelr is Ged. 
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When this Light-breaks in upon the 
Soul, she as it were stretches herself, 


expands her wings, soars above the 


Regions of Sense, sees a new World 
opening to her View, exultes on be- 


holding her original Dignity, and feels 


her Immortality; nay, she seems in a 
Sort to have already entered upon the 
Blessedness of it, through a Faith 


more luminous then the Brightness of 
the Sun, and a Love stronger than- 


Death. One can scarcely indulge a 


Scope on this Subject, if under any, 


Degree of it's Influence, without a 
Touch of Divine Enthusiasm. Two 
Philosophe 


rs of these distinct Classes 


differ more widely than the towering 


Eagle from the fluttering Bat; the 


Ideas, the Sentiments, the Feelings 


of the one are all earthly; those of 


the other heavenly. The one guesses 


and- studies. and with Labeur ratioei- 


nates to give Plausibility to his Sys- 


tem, and at best sees Things as by 
the ſeeble Glimmering of the Stars; 
whilst Conviction ** on the Mine 


.of the other from that. spiritual Sun, 
| whoxe Light in it's Essence is Trath, | 
be TY 


It is an unaccountable on the 
first View of the Case, how Men can 
so willingly engage on the Side of 
Unbelief, in Matters so highly inter- 
esting and desirable; for most pride 
themselves in their Knowledge; 
whereas Incredulity is the Negation 
and Grave of Knowledge, and only 
serves to expunge Ideas from the 
Mind. Whatever such may say or 
think, they are as void of all laudable 
Ambition and Dignity of Sentiment, 
as a Worm of the Earth, and the 
vilest Reptile that crawls upon the 
Face of it, "hes 2 more eligible * wee 


, L F 2 | * * : , | 


yes 
” 2 85 Lord God win do No- 
thing, but he revealeth His Secrets 
unto his Servants the Prophets.“ He 
| bath done this in old Times, aud ia 
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he a variable God, that he will not do 
the same in the last Times? Is he less 
communicative, or his Servants now 
less dear to him? This cannot with 
Truth be said. The Deluge, the 
Destruction of Sodom, the Liberation 
of the Hebrews. from Egyp tian Bon- 
dage, the Revolutions in the Kingdom 
of 4srael, their Vietories, Captivities, 
and Dispersion; the great Restorer of 
the true Israel, the States of the Chris- 
tian Church, it's Apostacy, and it's 
Restoration in the New Jerusalem 
Church, (one great Subject of our 
Author's Writings). with numberless 
other Particulars, haye all. been re- 
vealed by the Lerd to certain of his 
Chosen-Ones before these great E- 
vents came to pass; and can we sup- a 
pose that the last of these, which is 
the most concerning of all, will want 
it's previous Messenger to prepare the 
Church for it's Approach ? It has long - 
been a Time of Trouble and of trea- 
ding down, and shall there not be a 


Time of retreshing and raising up, 
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when the Children of Zion shall be 
made joyful with the glad Tidings of 
the Coming of their King? Shall the 
proſane Insults, Rebuke, and Blas- 
phemy of the Enemies of our Faith 
continue to mock the patient Hope of 
the Christian; and will not the Lord 
send some enlightened Seer with a 
Message of Peace and "Comfort to his 
People, some Caleb to testify unto 
them of the good Land which he hath 
seen, and also bearing with him a 
Cluster of the Fruit of it, for their 
Encouragement to go up to possess 
it?—He has done this in the Person 
_and Writings of the Honourable 
. Emanuel Swedenborg, who for these 
_Hye-and-twenty Years past has been 
favoured with an open Vision of tlie 
Spiritual Worlds, and still continues 
to enjoy the same, and to communi- . 
cate to his Brethren many curious, 
wonderful, and instructive Discove- 
ries, relating to his Converse with 
Angels and the Things of their King- 
dom, as may be seen in his other 


Writings: 8o that Infidels can nom 

no longer plead that Challenge in 
Excuse for their Unbelief, * Shew us 
one who can testify of these Things 
from his own Knowledge, and we will 
believe; for such a Witness, and a 
eredible one too is alive this Day;* 1 
have conversed with him at different 
Times, aud in Company with à Gen- 
tleman of a learned Profession and of 
extensive intellectual Abilities: We 
have had a Confirmation of these 
Things from his own Mouth, and 
kave received his Testimouy, and do 
both of us comider this qur Acquain- 
tance with the Author and his Wri- 
tings among the greatest Blessings of 
our Lives. We cannot dauht but that 
the ame Evidence, which has ap» 
peared credible to us, must appear 
the same to many ethers; and where 
Men of liberal Minds and Education 
think 'othewise, a single Line wil 
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amicably settle the Difference be⸗ 
twixt us, VIZ. n | OR. 


e eee damusque vici im. 


But were any wrong Bias, Bigotry to 
| a System, woridly Interest, or a con- 
firmed Habit of Unbelief, lead any to x 
2 determined Opposition, there Ar- 
gument must lose it's Force on any. 
Subject, for non persuadebis ctiamsi _ 
mager. 1 N 6 
As the A 3 in | England T1 
| In the Year 1769, was called upon in | 
letter from a, Friend to give some 
| | | = Atcount-of himself for the Reasons 
therein suggested, (his Answer to 
which Letter I have translated and 
nannexed to this Work) there is the 
less Occasion to enlarge on what re- 
lates p his personal Circumstances. 
However, we r, but take Notice 
here of the kind and honourable 
Z Treatment he continues to meet with 
in his own Country, as a Circumstance 
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which does Honour to tlie Rol 
Family, the Grandees, the Senators, 
and the Bishops of the Swedish Nation: 
for every one that comes to us in the 
Name of a Prophet, a Messenger of 
the Lord; or a Seer, with credible 
Marks of his Mission, is certainly en- 
titled to high Respect from such Dis- 
tinction of Character. That Baron 
Swedenborg's Life, Qualifications, and 
high Pretensions, have passed through 
a strict Scrutiny in his own 9 
as to every Part of his Character, 
moral, civil, and divine, is not to be 
doubted; and that he maintains Dig- 
nity; Esteem, and Friendship their 
with the Great, the, Wise, and the 
Good, I am well informed by a Gen- 
tleman of that Nation, now residing 
in London; and from whose Mouth I 
could relate an Instance of the Au- 


thor's supernatural Knowledge, as 
well known in tbe Court of Sweden. 


and not to be evaded or called in 


Question, if the Faot be as is related: 
But as I have not 7 Author's Leave 
2 


* * = 
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for this, I think mot myself at Liberty 
to mention it. Thus far I think that 
the Credibility. of Mr. Swedeborg, as 
a Witness to the Truth of what he re- 
_ Hates, stunds unimpeached: The ex- 
ensive Learning displayed in his 
Writings, evinceshim to be the Scho- 
| Jer und the Philosopher; and his polite 
Behaviour and Address bespeak the 
Gentleman: He affects no Honour, 
Tait declines it; persues mo worldly 
Anterest, but spends bis Substance in 
travelling and printing, in Order to 
Sommunicate Instruction and Benefit 
10 Mankind; and He is so fur from 
_ the Ambition of heading 2 Set, that 
wherever he resides on his Travels, 
_ He is a mere Solitary, and almost in- 
__ accemible, though in his on 
of a free and open Behavour. He has 
Nothing of the Prechian in his Man- 
ner, Nothing of Melancholy in his 
Temper, and Nothing in the least 
bordering upon the Enthusiast in his 
Conversation or Writings, in the lat- 


ter of which, he delivers Facts in be 
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plain Stile of Narrative, speaks-of his 


Converse with Spirits and An 


with the same Coolness that he freats 
of earthly Things, as being alike com- 


mon to him; he proves all. Points of 
Doctrine from Scripture-Testimony ;. 
always connects Charity and good 


Eife with true Faith, and is upon the 


whole the most rational Divine Jever 
read. If these Parts of Character 


Testimony, I think it may be pro- 


nounced concerning him, that he is 
the most extraordinary Messenger 
red 


from God to Man, that has aper 


7 and that he may N be ealled 
che Liviug Apostle of these Days. 


them are conſessedly, not only new 
but greatly interesting; such as the 


Spiritual Sense of the Scriptures, 


many of the most difficult and hither- 
to unknown Passages of which he ex- 


may be allowed to gain Credit to his 


As to his Writings, the Subjects ar 


% 


- Plains by the Rule of Correspondences, 


shewing how Things Spiritual are re- 
3 . 
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presented or Signified by Things Na- 


tural; He lays open to View the Er- 
rors which have been introduced into 


by the Church, and still subsist in it, and 


establishes the fundmental Articles of 
Faith on the Divine Authority of the 
Sacred Writings, without quoting the 
Authority of any Man, or offering any 
Thing in the Uncertainty of Opinion. 
In his Character of Seer, he draws 
aside the Curtain which divides be- 
twixt Mortality and Immortality, and 
opens a Prospect into the World of 
Spirits, presenting to us the different 
States of souls after Death, their 
Communications with Angels and one 
another, their Preparation in the mid- 
dle State (not according to the F ig- 
ment of a Romish Purgatory) for final 
Bliss or Misery; and numberless other 
wonderful Discoveries relating to their 
Condition, the different Classes in the 
different Communities of Angels in 
their respective Heavens, and like- 
wise to the inſernal Kingdom. Of 
; these he treats n in ** Book f 
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on Hraven and HELL, which is but-a 
small Part of his Works: It would re- 
quire a Volume to giye even a gene- 
ral Character of them all, and there - 
fore I shall forbear to particularize | 
here, observing only that the amazing 


Treasure both of curious and gf, 
Knowledge exhibited in his Writings, 


concerning Things natural and re- | 


vealed, moral, philosophical, and di- 


| vine, does not only far excel whatever 


has come down to us of Hermes, Py- 
thagoras, and Plato, but even surpas- 
ses. in Importance of Mattes and Ex- 
tent of Discovery, all that the Fathers 
have written, or Divines have taught. 


On the first View of Things $0 
strange, many will be apt as it were 
to start back, and to pause with a 
Kind of Surprize ; and upon finding, 


them so different from their present. 


Ideas, or having no Ideas at all abu 


them, they will be inclined to reject 
them as Fable or Delusſön. This 


| may de the Case not of such as 


# 


f 
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. are chained down to their present 
Belief or Unbelief, but even of some 
less contracted and fixed in pre- con- 
ceived Opinions; but Men of enlarged 
Minds, improved by a liberal Educa- 
tion, are not so hasty to condemn what 
they cannot immediately close with, 
but will give à fair Trial to what is 
offered, and admit of so much as the 
Nature of it's Evidence demands; and ol & 
to such I address myself with respect- 
ful Deference, recommending to their | 
Perusal the Author's Latin Works as. | 
- worthy. of their Attention and Re- 
marks. In this great Variety of Ma- 
terials, many Things will be found 
better suited to some than to others: 
- "and their are also many which may be 
passed over as Matters of Indifference 2: 
but let us not quarrel with Variety, 
but take that which is suited to our 
own Apprehension and Use, and leave 
. the rest to others, remembering that 
the Lord is good to all, aud not only. 
provides for us Things necessary, hut 
also for Change, Entertainment, and 


before it be able to form 
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Delight, as well in our spiritual as in 
our natural State. Let it likewise be 
observed, that in Things relating to 
the Condition and Laws of the Spiri- 
tua] World, we ure not to set up our 
customary Ideas, or the philosophical 
Notions we may have imbibed in this, 
as an adequate Measure oſ Truth; for - 
Things spiritual and Things natural 
are dissimilar and heterogeneous, and 
yet when compared in the light of 
true Philosophy, they are analogen 
and corresponding: But then the 
Mind must familiarize itself by De- 
grees, and a Habit of Abstraction, to 
the Contemplation oſ sp itual Subjects, 
proper and 
satisfactory Ideas of them, and men 
it may; for the Capacity and Faculties 
of the human Mmd areimmense, and 
by suitahbe Discipline and Exercise 
may even in this Life be acommmorda- 


ted to thę Reception of celestial Sci- 
ence. Few Men, even ofa © 


Philosophien Genius will be able at 
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Meaning in those Parts of the follow- 
ing Treatise, where he speaks of that 
Spiritual Sun, whose Light in it's Es- 
8ence is Wisdom, and whose Heat in 
it's Essence is Love; And yet, upon an 
attentive Considerat ion of the Differ- 

ence betwixt Essence and Form, and 
between the different Natures of 
Things spiritual and Things Natural, 
this may appear very intelligible. 
WMe are apt to conceive of. Wisdom 
and Love, only as Modes of Think- 
ing and Sensation in the Soul. where: 
as they are really Principles or Spiri- | 
- tual Essences communicated by Influx _ | 
ſrom God, the Fountain of all Essences, | 
and received by the Soul according t to | 
it $ | Capacity” of ns. p47. 
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11 will bes thought Yard Time to 

| Rk done with so long a'Preface to 80. 
short a Work, as the Porch may per- 
haps already appear too large ſor the 
House; and yet, aſter what has been 
id for the Use of the Reader, much 
mare remains behind ; but a Measure 


* 


The Translator's Preface. * 


must here be observed · As our high- 
ly distinguished Author, who is also 
eminent in the School of human Lite- 
rature, writes to Men of Understand- 
ing; so his humble Translator follows 
his Steps in this Address to the Hon- 
ourable and Learned Universities of 
this Realm; as the Hand of a mean 
Messenger may be allowed to bear a 
rich Present to his Superiors; for by 
that Name I must call every Thing 
that comes from our Author's Pen. 


Reader, adieu; and think not ill of 
= | those who wish and labour only for 
| thy spiritual Welfare. Time is short, | 
| aud Eternity is long: Good and Evil | 
are before thee : Angels of Light and | 
Spirits of Darkness are with thee : and I 
Heaven or Hell is the sure End of thy | 
Journey through this Life: Coneider 
well then, Q Traveller, where thou 1 
art, and whither thou art going; re- | 
fuse the Evil and chuse the Good z © 
love thy true Friends; make the most 


of thy Time and the best of thy Way; 


% 
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and I wich thee good Luck in the 
Name of the Lord. | 
' 
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TREATISE _ 
On the NATURE 4 
INF LUX. 

| HREE different Opinions or 


| Hypotheses have been ad- 
vanced. to account for the Com- 


and ſor the Operations of the one on 


and jointly with the other. The fire 


Hypothesis attempts to solve the Mat- 
ter from Physical or Natural Influx: _ 
that is, from Body acting on Spirit 
The second, from a contrary Influx,. 


or from Spirit acting an Body ; And 


2 Onthe Nature of Inf 
the third, from a settled Law of Sym- 
pathy or Harmony between both, es- 
tablished at the Creation.“ | 


?, a 


The first of these, viz. Physical 


Iuflux, takes its Rise from the Fallacy 


of sensible Appearance: Thus the 
Objects of Visipn, by strikmgt Eye 
seem to produce the Sensation of Sight 
In the Soul; Speech, to excite that of 
Hearing, through the Impression made 
on the Earay the Motion of the Air; 
anck so in like Manner as touching the 
other Semes. Now, as the Organs of 

Sense are in Contact with the materi- 
al World, ant as the Faculties of the: 
Minck seem to be affected according to 
the Impressions made by Matter on 
mose Orgians, therefore the old Phi- 
bosqphers and Schoolmen adopted this 
othesis o Physical or Natural In- 


Hypot 
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| On the Nature of HH. 
| The second Hypotliesis, called Spe- 
ritaal Tyftux (and by some Occamdnal In- 
Fer), is founded on the true Order 
1 ; und Nature of Things; for the Soul 
being a spiritual Substance, and cone. 
quently of greater Purity than the 
| Body, as also of an Higher and intefior 
Nature it follows thit it tust have the 
Pre-eminenge atid Influente bv er that 
which is more grdss, as heing inferior 
and exterior to it; br, that the Princi- 
Pal, Which is spizitoal, could rxctcize 
Agency and Rule over that which is 
material, and not contratiwise 5 con- 
sequehtly that it is tlie Soul 5580 , 
— Kees and heats through the rightly dis- 
pozed Or gans, and not the tter that 
een Hearing to'the- Soul. 


"3 Tbe ird K pbtbesde is called bet 
of Harmony, or Consent establighed'by | 

| .the Laws of Creation; which is found- 
WE on a nike Conclusion, that? tha . 
25 nei 2. 1 F iq * It at 180 Nele 


4 On the Nature of Iiflux. 
Soul acts jointly: and at the same In- 
stant with the Body; for all Operation 
is first successive, and then conjunc- 

tive, simultaneous with the Thing act- 
ed upon. Now successive Operation | 
is called Influx, and. OO 
Operation is called Harmony; 
hen the Mind first thinks and: Wt 
speaks, or first wills to do a Thing and 
afterwards acts. And therefore it is 
| Nothing less than a Deception from 
false Reasonings, to go about to estab- 
lish simultaneous Operation, without 
first allowing that which is successtve. 
Besides these three Opinions or Hypo- 
theses, concerning the Communication 
betwixt Soul and Body, no other can 
de conceived ; ſor the Soul must act | 
. upon the Body, or the Body upon the 
Soul, or bath in * by Con- 
n 
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Spirit Influx on the Operation of 


* 


Off fe N Aue of 5 . 5 


Spirit © vp6 on Matter,” an of gl i We 
wrſa) f is Take upon the Order! and 
'Litws « of the Creator, therefore. it. is 2 
received by "the wiser Part of tie 
16arned Word," in Preference to the 
'othie f two Opiniaps ; for every Thivg 
that is according 6 true Order, is 
Truth; iow Truth by | a native Kina 
of Evidente cartes with it” I Degree , 
of Cteatness, Eveirin bypotlietic Nat 


ters, though! these be butts the TW. 


light” of Rea phe Oveeurity/ . 


1 1 


which tho Sah ect before us J vol 
| ed, ih k may be Ace for from Fü | 
mit We Concerning f | 


the thtes 
| won eving Parti pla: 15k As to the E 
Sh; 340 wry 


Nature of the ; 2ly,. $ 
we. are to Un Aud by 97 W. ord 
Spifitual ; 3 Ah nd, 3 7 Weary Influx:: 

p57 Goa Fel bees h are to. 
be. explained in Oker 9. rational! 
| Com drehen on 'of it; ſor what is 


mere ly hypothetical i is not Truth feel. 
*. "P 3 12 


, 6 On the Natwe of Bahar. 
but only Conjecture concerning it, 


and may be compared to a Picture on 
a Wall. confusedly seen by Star-Light, 
which the Mind figures to itself ac- 
cording to the Representations which 
Fancy gives it ; but when the Sun is 
risen, and we behold it in clear Day 
Light, the Whole appears distinct in 
every Part according to it's true De- 
lineation. In like Manner, the Truth 
here investigated arises out of the Ob- 
scurity of an Hypothesis into the Light 
of Evidence, when it is once clearly 
known what is the Difference between 
Things, Spiritual and Things Natural; 
2dly, What is the true Nature of the 
Human Soul ; and gd. How this e- 
ceives it's Influx from God, and trans- 
mits it through, the perceptive F acul- 
ties of the Mind to the Body. But 
these Things can, only be taught by 
one, who, through the Divine Favour, 
has been allowed to hold Aw 


* 
ot 


r 
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On the Nature of Influx. | . 
cation with Angels in the Spiritual * 


World, whilst-in the Body. with Men 
in the Natural World: And as this 


Privilege has been granted to myself: 5 


I have been enabled to make them 
manifest, as may be s seen in a I 
intitled, De Amore (gi N 
does not, or at least may not pe 


13 that the Blessings of Divine Love — | 


of a true saving Faith, [ Bomm Amoris ' 
S Verum Fidei] are the Gifts of the God 
of Love and Truth; do proceed from 
him by Way of Ioflux into, the, Souls 
of Men; are intellectually experienced 
in their Minds; and flow, from, their 
Thoughts into their Words, and from 

their Wills into their 9 And 

that this is the Source 3 
of. Spiritual Influx, sball 


ku in che following n * 


2 mls Sections reſerted is in 4h bay Lide Wor 
ate 28 follow : No. NI. Not gig, No." 
** 4's to 1%, CP FOB 0 
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nr Were are this distinet Worlds, 
the one Spiritual, in which are Sp irits 
and Angels; the other Natural 5 in; 

habited by the Human. Rate. II. 

That the Spiritual: World did « exist and: 
does subsist proximately, from it's. own 
Spiritual Sun, and the Naturel World 
in-like Mamer from it's own Natural 


or Material Sun. HI. That the Sun of : 


the" Spiritual World is Las to its. Es- 
sence) pure Love from ehov ah God, . 
who is in the Nidst thereof. Tv. 


: That from this Sun proceed Heat 20 


Light. aud that as the Heat een 
from it 1s in mY Selce Loren $0 the 
10 — SiH it is in 995 1 | 


— and Ab 595 Nas Site 
Man by fl, the . eat with his Wil 


| therein Pfödacing "hs "Good of 1300 


perl, and the Light. with his 
tellegt, th herein producing the Truth 
of Wisdom — Siem VI. 


On the Nature of Influx. 

That this Heat and this Light, or this 
Love and this Wisdom, are Emanati- 
ons from God in one conjunctive In- 
flux ¶ Influence] into the Scul of Man, 
and through it [the Soul] into his 
Mind, Affections, and Thoughts; and 

are from thence derived into his cor- 


VII. That the Sun of this Natural 


World is pure material Fire, and that 
ſrom or by this Sun did exist and does 


subsist this our World of Nature. 


VIII. Hence it follows, that what< - 
ever proceeds: from this Material Sun. 
considered in itself, must be void of | 


Liſe. IX. That the Spiritual Princi- 


| ple invests itself with Material Nature, 
= Mag Goep himself with his Gar- 


1 


poreal Senses, Speech, and Actions. 
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With Natter in Nan, eee : 
pable of being 2a. rational and moral! 
Agent, wage once both spiritus 


Uo Orth Nature of Inflthe. 

That the Reception of this intl i 
according to the State of Love ind 
| "Wisdom i in Man. XII. That the Hu- 
mon Understanding may, by due Cul- 
tae and improvement of the rational. 
Fuculties, be elevated even to a De- 
Bree of + -angelical Wisdom! and the 
Human Wil, ir the Life be good, be 
kindled into a Flame of Scruphic Love; A 

* But then such an Flevation'of Loe 
ee only take Place, where the Will 
Ind Practice are conformable to the 
-Dictates of Wisdom in the Under- 
Standing. XIII. That the Case is-quite 
\otherwise with the Brute Creatures. 

XIV. That there ate three Degrees 

of Order, both in che Spiritual afid in, 
"the” Natural” World, hftherto ui 

Wnown, according to which the Eaws 
*6f TrflaChavetheir Operation.” XV. 
That the Ends propoltd,”{ot'that for 

| me Sake of. which any Thing | is dete) 
s they "Ht first in the nee | 


On the Nature of l, lat 


are they first in Order: In the second 


Degree of Order, are the Causes ot- 
Means used to accomplish these Epdss: 
And in the third. Degree of Order, 
are the Eſſects, or he Aecomplish- 
ment itself. XVI. That the Nature 
and Process o Spititual In flux may he: 
elucidated ſrom the ſoregoing Prinei*; 
ple. which al non be e, 


— „* 1 Cf Ree POS - i” 9 
» . 


tua, iu which are Spirits) and Angel: ; the . 
Other * inhabited * the Human Race. \ 


> 
World inhabited by Spirits 
1 Angels, and chat of la very differ-- 


ent Nature and Constitution from that 


we live in here, is a Truth much 
doubted of by many, eden in the 
Christian World, and that because no 
Angel has come down from Heaven 


That thee ns ne oh the one Sinks 


HAT there S a Spiritual” 


12 c ide Nature of Influx. 

to declare it unto them, and no Man, 
whilst in the Body, hath ascended up 
and seen it. And therefore, that Ig. 
norance in this Particular may no long- 
er be pretended by such for an Excuse 
| of their Unbelief; and lest, by a most 
fatal Delusion, they should fall into 
that Species of Atheism which ascribes 
all to Nature, the Lord hath been gra- 
cjously pleased to give me a View in 
Spirit, both of of the Heavenly and 
Hellish Kingdoms, so that I can, from 
Sight ond Experience, declare that 
there are two Worlds intirely distinct 
from each other, the one in which all 
Things are spiritual, and therefore 
called the Spiritual World; the other 
in which all Things are natural (ma- 
terial), and thereſore called the Na- 
tural World; that Spirits and Angels 


live in the World that is accommodat. 


ed to their Condition of Existence, as 
Men do in that which is proper to 
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them; and also that every Man passes 
through Death from the one to the 
other, in which he continues to live 
to all Eternity. This Declaration 
concerning both Worlds is preniised 
4 that the Doctrine of Influx, no be- 
| _ fore us, may be opened in I true 
| Grownd and Principle, for the Yphrit- 
7 ual . Worid influences and agtuates 
well in Respect to Men as Beasts, 
and is also the Principle of Vegetati- 
on in Trees, Plants, and all Vegeta - 
bles. 1 $3 ara pc wt ery» was H 
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-» Af froximarely. from. it's own Spiritual Sum, 
Naa Mol in like Manner from 
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"& hath it's own proper Sun, as 

. * the Natural World, is because 
they are distinct and of very diffe- 

rent Constitutions, and becauſe each 

derives it's: Origin proximately from 
it's own'Sun : Now a World in which 
all Things are Sptritual, cabnot pro- 
deed from a Sun which is the Source 
of Things Natural only; for in that 


**which is eontary to the Laws and Or- 
der of Creation. That this World 
did derive it's Existence from it's Sun 

is also evident from the Doctrine of 

Cause and Effect, inasmuch as it de- 


* 


Caſe Physical Influx would take Place, 


that Maxim, * Subsistence is continu- 


ou Nature of lau. 15 


Pends on the Sun for It's Subsistencoo 
in the Whole and every Part of it; ;. 
Now it's Subsistence indicates the | 
Gause of it's Existence, according to 


ed Existence ;" consequently, if the 
Sun were annihilated, this World 


would lapse into a Chaos, and that 
Chaos into Nothing. That the Spiri- 
tual World has it's -own Sun distinct 
from that of our Natural world, I can. 


testiſy, for I have seen it: It appears 


like a fiery Globe as our Sun docs, 
nearly of, the same Magaitude, and. 

at about the same Distance from the- 
Angels with that of the Natural Sun 
from us; but it neither rises nor sets, 
being stationary in a middle Altitude. 


between the Zenith and Horizon or 
forty-ſive Degrees: Hence it is, that- 


the Angels.enjoy perpetual Light and 
ren, Spring. How does 8 
2 -G 


16 „ New s tes: 


Man of unenlightened Reason ( let 
4 Stranger to this Truth of a Spiritual 

Sun) wander in the Mazes of a false 

Philosophy, when he applies himself 

to consider the deep Subject of the 

Creation of the Universe, and how 

apt to fall into that fatal Delusion of 
ascribing it to blind Nature? Or if he 
chances to stumble on this Truth, That 
Nature takes it's Birth from the Sun,“ 
then by a no less dangerous Error, } 
to mistake the Sun for the Author of the | 
Creation. Nor will he be better able | | 
to understand the Nature of Spiritual 1 
flux, unless he knows the Origin of 
it, for all Influx, whether it be Spiri- | 
taal or Natural, proceeds from it's 1 
own proper Sun: Thus the internal | 
Sight of Man, which is that of his | 
Mind, receivs it by Way of Influx | 
from the Spiritual Sun, and his exter- 
_ nat Sight, which is that of the Body 


F 
- 


the Soul does with the Body. 


a Error. 


On the Nature of Influx. | 
from the Natural Sun; and both these 

Influences operate in Conjunction, as 
Henee 
may be judged, what Blindness and 
Infatuation of Mind they are liable to, 
who go about to philosophise on these 
Subjects, without knowing even the . 
Rudiments of Truth, for their Minds 
being furnished with no other Ideas 
than what they borrow from Nature 
and the Senses, and consequently void 


of all Spiritual Light,. they may aptly 
be compared to Bats, which flutter 


about in the Duſk of the Evening, 
without any distinct View of the Ob- 
jects before them: Nor is their Infa- 


tuations less then their Blindness, * 


judging of Spiritual Things by a false 
Measure, they bewilder themselves 
and others with their vain Reasonings | 


and 80 are lost in the Labyrix aha * 


e 
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? TI 


That the Sun of the Spiritual World is in it's - 


zence pure Love proceeding from Jehovah God, 
who it in the Midst thereof. | 


Ho e Things can only 
proceed from Love as their 
Root, and Love from no other Source 
than Johovah God, who is Love itself; 
and therefore the Sun of the Spiritual 
World, whence all Spiritul Things 
issue as from their Fountain, is pure 
Love originating in God, who is in 
the Midst thereof : This Sun is not 
- God, but an Emanation from God, 
and may be considered as the proxi- 
mate Sphere of his Glory issuing from 
himself, and raying forth his Divine 
Influence to the Circumference of 
Creation. By the Instrumentality of | 
this Sun Jehovah God created the 


* 
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Universe, by which we understand in 
a complex Sense all the Worlds, which 
are as many in Number as the Stars in 


the Expanse of the material Heavens. 


That the Works of Creation was per- 
formed by the Means or Instumenta- 
lity of that Sun, which in it's Essence 
is pure Love, and so by the omnipo- 
tent Jehovah, is because Love is the 
very Essence [Es] of Life, and wis- 
dom is the Form [ Exintere] of Liſe 
from the Essence, and by Love through 
Wisdom all Things were created, as 
it is declared by John, Chap, i. 1, 3, 
10; *The Word was with God, and 
God was the Word; all Things 
«+ were made by him, and without 


a him was not any thing made that 


as made; and the World was 
„made by him.” By Word here is 
ment Divine Truth or Divine Wis- 
dom; and accordingly it is called 


2 © — On the Nature of biftex. 
* The true Light which lighteth 
every Man that cometh into the 
* World,” this being the Office of the 
Divine Wiſdom by Means of Divine 
Truth. They who deduce theOrigin of 
the Worlds from any other Cause than 
that of Divine Love by the Operation 
bf Divine Wisdom, are under the like 
Delusion with Persons in a Delirium, 
who mistake the chadowy Images of a 
© wild irregular Fancy for real Substan- 
ces : No, there cannot be any other 
Origin assigned to the stupendous, 
harmonizing Work of universal Crea- 
tion, as he may readily perceive who 
_ knows how to trace back Effects to 
tmeir ultimate or first Cause. As God 
is one, 80 there is one Spiritual Sun, 
whose Essence is pure Love; and as 


that which has its Essence and Exist- 


ence in and immediately from God 


comes not under the Predicament of 


Extension and Space, so having no 
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Relation to Space, though every- 


here in it, it is not comprehended or 


limited by Space: :* Thos Divine Love 


j alike present in the Center and Cir- 


cumference of the Universe. Even 
common Reason has some ſaint Noti- 


ons how the Deity filk alt Things by 


his Presence, and upholds them in 


their Office and Rank of Creation, 
by the Word of his Paneer ; but how much 


clearer are it's Cbnceptions of this 
Truth, when it has attained to any 
competent Knowledge of the true Na- 


ture of Divina Love, and im a Sort. to 


- © This may id Minfare be uadiaſfood by the 
Qperatians. of. the Human Mind, as alſo: by our 


Ideas of Wiſdom, Goodness, Joy, Peace, &c. which 3 
bear no Nelatiom to Distance or Spuce. However; 


lat it be noted, that thaugh Space: or Place cannot be 
predicated of the Spirituat World, yet the Author 


_ Ulwoughout his Works afſerts, from. iis own expe- | 


rience, thai there also is. the same Appearance of 
both as here, and even à much greater Variety of - 
sensible Objeets, for that Spizits and- Angels being 
clothed with Spiritual Bodies, have their Sensati- 


ons as well as we, and those far more delicate. 


2 Onthe Netw of Bft. 


apprehend. how in. Conjunction with 
Divine Wisdom it intends the Ends. 
Wes, and Good of the Whole? How 
by it's Influx into the same Wisdom 

it provides and directs the fit Causes 

and Means. leading thereto, and by 
it's Operation through Wisdom pro- 
duces the Effects. which give Accom- 
plishment to the Whole? 


5 FOURTH. 
E POD ad rites 
Heat and Light ; and that as the Heat proceeding 


| from it is in it's Exzence Love, 0 the Light 
2 proceeding from ai it anit's Erxence Nin. 


AT Divine Love is express 
: ed in Scripture-Language by 
the Word Fire, is well known; nor is it 
an unusual Thing ſor Preachers, in- 
their Prayer before. Sermon, to pray, 
that the heavenly Fire may kindle 
holy. Deſires and Aﬀections in the 


6. 7 


put ſor it: * Hence it was that God 


. 
' 
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Nearts of their Hearers: -The Reaſon 
is, becauſe Fire corresponds to Love 2g 
it's proper Emblem, and therefore it is 


23 


eppeared to Meses in the- Bush under 
- '® That outward miterial' Nature does, iu all it's 
Parts and Productions, answer or to 
Things inward and spiritual, as the Ecüpe to it's 
Prototype, or as Face to Face in à Glass; many 
have had some glimmering Sight of, and many 
Traces of this *Knowledge are fo be found in 

Wisdom of the Ancientse Their Mythelogy was 
founded in it, but it became lost in Fable, and cor- 
Tupted by the Inventions bf the Phets. This Dot- 
trine of Correspondencies was originally the Key to 


all Misterics, and the Mirror of God in Nature: It 


'contimiled longest amongst the Egyptians, and was 
that Learning in which Moses is zaid to have been 


killed; their Hieroglyphics are the last remains of 
itz dat the Knowledke bf these, und d the Lan - 


guage, which expresses spiritunl Things by natural, 
has now been long lost in the World, and only re- 


mains with our Author, who is possessed of it. He 


asserts that the Scriptures are chiefly written in this 


Language of Correspondencies, and "his given us 


of it in his Interpretation of Gene» 
sis and Exodus, in his Books called Arcana Cales- 


ia, and in his numerous Relations of the Spiritual 


Worlds. 
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the Form of Fire, as like wise to the 
I sxaelites in mount Sinai, and als 
commanded Fire to be kept burning 
continually on the Altar, and the 
Lamps to be lighted every evening in 
the Tabernacle, viz. as correspond 
ing Emblems of Divine Love and Di- 
vine Light or Wiſdom. That from 
this spiritual Fire of Love proceeds 
even sensible Heat, appears from it's 
Effects in human Nature, especially 
where the Passion of Love becomes 
exalted to any Degree of fervent Zeah 
nay, the Warmth of the Blood, which 
is the vital Heat both in Man and 
other Animals, is no other than the 
Effect of that Love, which is the pro- 2 
per Principle of Liſe in both: So like- 
wise the Hellifh Fire is no other than 


a contrary Love -af Malice, Discord, 
\ " . 7 #'# * K 
X 2 - - 4 j . k \ e. 8 
” * * oo k 


n 


o IC. 
and Violence.* Hence it is, accord- 


ing to the Doctrine of Correspond- 
ences, that Divine Love has it's visi- 
ble Representations to the Angels in 
me Spiritual World, under the Form 
of a ſiery Sun like our's on Earth, and 
that their sensible Degree of Warmth. 
fron it, is in Proportion to their Re- 
ceptivity of that Love from the God 
of Love. It follows by Consequence, 
that their Light from that Sun has it's 
01. 1 1 * . Las 4 Anne 1 7 5 
5 1 „ ee. * 
#5 len ene 32 
fue bellih Kingdom — it's corres- 
pondipg Representatives in outward: Nature, as 
* ay, viz. in poĩsonous and nox - 
ious Plants and Animals, the Distemperature of 
the Elements, &c. So likewise in Men, who rend- 
er themgclves the Subjects of it's malign Tnffuxes, - 
This may be pietured to us in the opposite Charac- 
ters and disposttions of a Society of Christians, an- 
imated Witir e Spirit of Divine Love and Philan- 
throphy, and that of an incensed outrageous Mob, 
inflamed” wick the wrathiul Fire of Revenge and 
Cruelty : Herein the Properities of the two Spiritual. 
Worlds manifest themselves in outward Nature, 
in which, as in a Theatre or material Exibition, - 
spiritual Good and Evil are displayed. 


25 On the Nature of biftue; 
Manifestation according to the same 


Law, ſor Love and Wisdom are inse- 


parable Companions, as Essence and 


Form; for the former manifests itself 
and produces it's Effects through the 
latter, according to the Quality of it's 


Form: Analogous to this in our 
World, is the Heat of the Sun in 


Spring- Time, when, uniting with the 
Light, it gives Vegetation to Plants, 
&c. and $0 on to Fructificat ian. But 
indeed common Language testifies to 


this Truth, as when it is said, that ; 


Man's Heart is warmed by Love, and 
his Understanding enlightened by 


TART I have often seen that 


t These 8 of Expression 8 vun 
through all Languages, and with a thousand like 


Instances, afford a Proof of the Doctrine of Corre- 


_ spondances, or the Analogy between spiritual and 
natural Things, being, as it were, congenial to the 


Human Mind. or rather, by Influx from the Spiri- 
tual World, adapting the Signs to the Things signi- 


fied by them: And as this appears by the Consent 
of all * 80 * W 
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spiritual Light, which so far exceeds 
our natural Light, that it may be called 
Brightness itself, as signified to us by 
that Comparison of our Savionr's Rai- 
ment at his Transfiguration, when 
they became shining, exceeding 
* white as Snow, so as no Fuller on 
Earth can white them.“ Now, as 
spiritual Light is Wisdom, therefore 
our Lord calls himself,“ That Light 
which lighteth every Man;“ and 
also“ The true Light;“ he being es- 
sentially the Divine Word, the Divine 
Truth, or the Divine Wisdom. It is 
commonly supposed that the rational 
Part in Man, which is the Light of 


= $.4 . H 
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Rwy whose Parables, ny WT and 
emblematical Forms of Speech, bear Testimony to 
this Truth; and where human Art and Invention 
have the farthest departed from this ori natura 

in any Nation, we there find the greates| 
Ambiguity and Uncertainty introduced, and most 
Occasion e TM and ä 


* 


28 _ On ube Nature of dufles. 
Nature, is from this natural World. 
whereas it proceeds from the Light of 
the Spiritual Sun: Nor do external 
of the natural Sun, convey Sight to 
the Soul; but the Soul, by it's visine 
Faculty. discerus them through the 
corporeal Organs of Vision: Were it 
contrariwise, Physical, not Spiritual 
Influx would be established, which is 
n n of our _ 


FTA... 


That both this Heat ani this Light athens 

with Man, the Haar with hit Will, therein 
producing the Good of Love, and the pies 
bir Underrtangding , therein produchig 


RS. 4 . 
11 > ad awed hy al who 
4 . rightly consider this Subject in 
tis due Extent, that every Thing 
created by God has Relation to some 


| Species of Goodniew or Truth; ther- 


0 q 
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On the Nature of Influxs 29 
pre it is. that in Man are two Recep- 
tacles, called the Will and the Un- 
derstanding, the former for the Re- 
eeption of Good, the latter for- the 
Reception of Truth, seeing that these 
two Principles conſtitute his proper 
Life: And as all Good is from Bove, 
and all Truth from Wisdom, so they 
may be also stiled the Repositories of 
Love and Wisdom. Now; that Good is 
the Offspring of Eove, appears. from. 
Hence, that whatever any: one loves, 
he consequently wills or desires it; 
and when that whieh he so desires 
takes Effect, he ranks it under the 
Denomination of Good. - In like Man- 
ner Truth may be called the Child of 
Wisdom; as che is the Essence and 
Source of every Species of *Pruth. - 
TPruth, reduced te Practice, has alss in 


it the Nature of Good, and soistalled” — 


the Good of Truth. Without a dis- 
tinct and clear Conception of theſe 
| is 2 


yo On the Nature of Inftus. 
two Receptacles of Liſe in man, viz. 
the Will and the Underſtanding, we 
in vain seek to know the true Nature 
of Spiritual Influx, since they are pro- 
per Recipients of it: The Will re- 
-  Ceives the Good issuing from the 
Love-Principle, and the Understand- 
| ing receives the Truths which flow 
| into it from the Fountain of Wisdom, 
and both originally from Jehovah | 
God, who communicates them | 
chrough the Spiritual Sun, in the 
Midst of which he is more eminently 
present, and mediately by. the An- 
gelical Heavens (or Ministry of Au- 
gels): Let it here be repeated, as j 
touching these two Receptacles of 
Liſe, viz. the Will ande the Under- 
standing, that they are no otherwise 


distinet, than as the Heat and Light 
ceives into itself the heavenly Heat. 
which in its Essence is Love; so the 


— — . * 
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Understanding receives into itself the | 
heavenly Light, which in it's Essence 
is Wisdom: And as the Human 
Mind receives it's Iuflux from the Spi- 
ritual World, so does it in Turn com- 
municate the same to our Words an 

Actions; ſor Speech derives it's Inſſur 
from the Will through the Under- 
standing, as our Actions do receive 
their Influx from the Understanding 
through the Will, and therefore all 
they who allow of Influx, as operating 
on the Understanding, but not also on 
the Will, and build their Reasonings 
on this Supposition, know and treat 
their Subject but by Halves, and may 
be compared to Persons who, having 
but one Eye, can only see Objects on 
one Side of them; or to such as, hav- 


wardly bungle with the other; or to 
Cripples, who can only set one Foot 


* 
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briefly been offered suffice on this 
Proposition, viz. that spiritual Heat 
influences the Will of Man, and 
therein produces the Good of Love, 
and that spiritual Light influences his 
Understanding, and therein — 8 
the Truth of. Wisdom. | | 


That thete rwo Principles of Heat and Light, or 
| and Wisdom, are. Emanations from God in 
conjunctive Influx into the. Soul of Man, 

and through it [the Soul] into his Mind, Affec- 
trons, and Thoughts; and are thence derived 
2 1 Speech, and Actions. 


B, APERITUAL. 2 han bees 
considered and treated of till 
now, —— — Sagacity and 
Fenetration, as beginning in the Soul, 
and 8 — into the Body, and not 
as first proceeding from a higher 
Source ;. nay yet we believe, or pre- 
— tend to believe, that every good and 
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perfect Gift, whether of Goodness. or = 


true Faith. issues from God as it's 
Fountain, and in no wise from the Na- 
ture of Man. Now whatever Spiri- 
tual Good is communicated from God 
to us, first enters the human Soul, and 
through it passes to the rational Mind, 


and so on to the corporeal System; 


and to go about to trace Spiritual In- 
flux from any other Original, would 
be to act like one who should first stop 
mp the Spring, and then seek for 


Water at the Stream; it is as though 


one should derive the Existence of a 
Tree from it's Root; and not from ifs 
Parent Seed, or study to establish a 
Conclusion without preceeding Prin- 
eiples; for the Soul is not Life in itself, 
but only the Recipient of Life from 
God, who is the only Fountain of Life 
in himself; and as Influx must be from 
u Principle of Life, so eonequently | 
22 In this Sense we are 10 
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understand those Words in Gen. ih. 
72 ſehovah God breathed into his 
Nostrils the Breath of Lives, and 
Man became a living Soul:“ By 
which Expression is meant, the en- 
dowing Man with the Perception of 
what is good and what is true. Our 
Lord likewise declares, concerning 
himself, As the Father hath Life in 
himself, so hath he given to the Son 
Ito have Liſe in himself,“ John v. 
26. Now he that hath Life in-himself 
is God, and the Life of the Soul is 
Liſe proceeding from God. As then 
all Influx is originally from a Principle 
of Life operating in and through it's 
proper Recipients; and as the first and 
principle Recipient in Man is the 
Soul, therefore, in Order to a right 
Conception of the Nature of Iuflux, 
we must ground it primarily in · God, 
and not in any intermediate Cause; 

mor otherwise we should take from it 
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its first moving Principle, and so es- 
tablish a Doctrine which might be 
compared to a Chariot without Weels, 
or a Ship without Sails. This being 
the orderly Proceeding in which this 
Subject is to be considered, thereſore 
we began it with treating of the Sun 
of the Spiritual World, in the Midst 
of which is the Residence of the 
Great Jehovah, No, 5; and of the 
Influx of Love and Wisdom, and con- 
sequently of Life from it's otiginal 
Source, No. 6 and 73 shewing that 
Life is communicated from God to 
Man, first, to his + Soul; secondly, 
through that to his Mind, or Affec- 
tions and Thoughts; and lastly, to 
His corporeal Senses, Speech, and 
Actions; such being the successive 
Progress of Life from first to last; for 
in Man the Soul is first in Order, then 
the Mind,” and lastly the Body. Now 
to the Mind belong two vital Princi- 
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ples, which constitute it's proper Liſe, 
viz. the Will and the Understanding; 
the Life of the Will is Good flowing 
from Love; and the Derivations or 
Offepring of the Will are the Affecti- 
ons t The right Life or Subsistence f 
the Understanding is Truth flowing 
from the Fountain of Wisdom, the 
Derivations or Offspring of which are 
the Thoughts: And lastly, the Life 
of the Body consists in the corporeal. 
Senses, Speech, and Actions: And 

that these, proceeding from the Soul 
through the Mind, have their Mani- 
festation in outward Nature, accord-. 
ing to the Laus of Order, is well 
known by every intelligent Person 
The human Soul, as being the superior 
spiritual Substance in Man, receives 
its Influx immediately from God the 
Mind, as an inferior spiritual Sub- 
stance, receives it's 'Influx from God 
mediately through the Spiritual 


* 
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World; and the Body, being of that 
Nature which is called Material, re- 


ceives it's Influx from God mediately 
through the natural World. That the 
Good ariſing from Love, and the 
Truths proceeding from Wisdom, are 
communicated from God to the Soul 
of Man conjunctively or in Union, but . 
in the Instant of Influx are separated 
or, changed by those who are not the 


passive Subjects of their Operations, 
will be shewed in what follows. 
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F This Doctrine of Influx is not so to be under 
stobd as if it took any Thing away from Man's 
Free -W ill, Hewithout this Liberty he would be 
absolutely incapable of Regeneration, and of being 
confirmed in Goodness. Angels and Devils are 
both alike free in their Choice, the former in 
chusing the Good, the latter in chusing the Evil; 
but having confirmed themselves in their Choice re- 
spectively, they change not. It is otherwise with 
Man in this Life, for here he may repent and 
change, for outward Nature is the Ground in which 
either Good dr Evil by Choice and Habit gains a 
Form in the Soul, takes Root and gn up to 
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De the Sun of this Natural Weld is pure. Me 
terial Firey aud that from, or by this Sun, did 
exict * * nbi this 0 our World of —_— 


8 * Nature, or this Mundane: 
3 System, we understand the 
Atmospheres and Earths which we: 
call Planets, among which is the ter- 
Taqueous Globe which we inhabit 
with all it's Furniture, and every 
Thing visible in it and upon it: And 
that both this and the other Planets 
owe their Subsistence to the Sun 
L xbich is not only the Center of their 
Revolutions, but also, by:y Kind of 
imediate Presence, supplies tum with 


Eternity ; though even here also the Power of in- 
veterate Habits may approach nigh to an Impossi- 
bility of Chauge. In this World Man stands be- 

tween the two Kingdoms of Good and Evil: The 
Angels of both have Access to him, and $olicit his 
Choice and Fellowship, and their © Servant he is, 

2 * __ 
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Light and Heat suited to their Occa- 
sions) every one may gather ſrom the 
Information of this Sense, or, fromthe 
Writings of natural Philosophers. 
Now, as they derive their Subsistende, 
0 does it follow, hy a natural Deduc- 
tion of Reason, that they derive als 
their Existence from it, seeing that 
continualSubsistence implies a Con- 
tinua tion of first Existence, and con- 
-gequently,. that. this natural World 
was created by God through the in- 
strumentality of aur Natural Sun. It 
Has been observed before, that Spiri- 
tual aud Natural Things ate totally 
"'Existence, and that the Origin and 
Subsist enoe of Spmitual Things are 
derived from that Sun, Which in it's 
Essenes is pure Ive and in the Midst 
of which the Great Jehovah, ho is the 
Dreator and Upholtier of the Univer, 
bas his tore · esperial Maniſvflaiion and 
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Residence: And by Parity of Wait 
follows, that natural Things in like 
Manner are derived from and sustain- 
ed by our material Sun, and both from 
"God; and this as evidently as the Ef- 
feet follows from its Cause. And that 
this our Natural Sun {from which our 
whole | planetary System derives it's 
Origin) is pure Fire, appears to a De- 
monstration from its . Effects in the 
Focus of a burning Glass, from the 
Degree of it's Heat in an exact Ratio 
to the Angle of Incidence, made by 
it's Rays according to the different 
_ © Climates and Seasons of the Year, and 

from sensible Experience in number- 

less other Instances. They who are 

- uttef Strangers to the forementioned 
Distinction of the Origin of Things 
Spiritual and of Things Natural, are 
apt to confound both, and to conclude 
from the Deception of the Senses, 

or from false Reasonings, that Spirit 


* 


do their Sight, Smell, Touch, We-. 
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and Spiritual Things are Nothing more 
than a purer Kind of Matter {exaltetl 
antl sublimatedtby the Operations aof 
Heut and Light, und consequentiy 
"hat Love and Wisdom proceed from 

no higher Original: They find That 
whatever Objects present themselves X 


are so many different corporeal Forms, 


and so erroneonsly iner, that all in- 
tellectual Things are from the same 


natural Source, and so become Nutu- 


ttilists or Atheists; whoz Wisdom 


may be compared, accortling to that 
vulgar Proverb, * to putting the Cart 
before the Horse; wherens the true 


_ Philosopher, who rightly distinguighes 


Things according te their proper Es- 
gence and Sources, considers this Na- 


. tural World but as the Ectype or ma- 


terial Representation of the Spiritual 
World it's Archetype; he discerns 
that all Influx is Spiritual, and as such 


13 


ture, and gives to them corresponding 
Forms. All they who argue on the 
_ contrary Side, viz. for Influx from 
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proceeding from the Soul to the Body, 


and that the Organs of the latter are 


no other than so many Vehicles or 
Mediums whereby the Soul materi- 


alizes it's Operations in outward: Na- 


Matter, do, in th eir Reasonings, re- 
semble the retrograde Motion of the 
Crab; and however they may think 
themselves quick-sighted as Argus, 
they are only like Argus asleep, or 


with his Eyes shut ; nor are all their 
boasted Conclusions in Favour of a 
- creative Natureand co-extended God, 


any other than the wild Productions 


of a disord ered * 
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Hence it follows, that whatever e 
this Material Sun, considered i in R 
be void of Life. 


10. T7 VERY one that rightly ex- 
ercises his intellectual Facul- 
25 ties, and is not governed by mere 
Sense, is capable of knowing, that 
Love in it's Essence is a vital Princi- 
ple, and that it's Form is Spiritual Fire. 
and that, on the other Hand, our ele- 
mentary Fire, congidered in itself, is 
destitute of any sieh vital Principle, 
and consequentiy that the Sun of the 
Spiritual World, which. is pure Love, 
must be replenished with Life, and that 
our Natural Sun, which is mere Fire, 
must be void of Life; and that there- 
fore every Thing that proceeds from 
them must partake of the Nature of 
their respectives Sources. There are 


two Principles that produce all Effects - 
in the Universe, via Liſe and Na- 
ture; and we then think and speak 
«according tothe true Law of Divine 
Order, when we maintain, that the 
living Spiritual Principle within influ- 
ences and actuates-external Nature: 
but it is not so with those who place 
inanimate Nature before- and above 
the living Principle: Such are our 
Naturalists who invert the Divine Or- 
der, and give Nature the Pre-emi- - 
nence over Spirit, that they may jus- 
tify to themselves their sensual In- 
dulgences, whilst they live in total 
Neglect both of the rational and 
spiritual Life. All such deceivers 
and perverters of the Truth, whether 
they be called Atheists here, or Sata- 
nic Spirits in the Kingdom of Dark- 
ness, are ranked, in Scripture-Lan- 
guage, under the Denomination of the 
Dead: Thus in Ps. cvi. 28, They 
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thou livest, and art dead. Be 
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joined themselves unto — and 


eat the Offerings of the Dead.“ So 
Psalm cxliii. 3, The Enemy hath 


«* persecuted my Soul, he hath made 


e me to sit in Darkness, as the Men 


that have been long dead.“ And in 
Apoc. iii. 1, 2, 1 know thy Works, 
«and that thou hast a Name that 


«* watchful and strengthen the Things 
* which remain, that are ready to 
die.“ They are here said to be 
dead, as being in a State of Spiritual 
Death and Condemnation; for such 
is the Condition of those who set up 
inanimate Nature in the Room of the 


living God, and make that to be the 


Author of Life, and the Light of 
Truth, thereby extinguishing in them- 
selves every Idea of the true God, of 


Heaven, and of eternal Life. All who 


thus put Error: for Truth, resemble 


those Birds of Night, to which Dark- 


1. 
4 
' 
1 
it 


| 
| 
i 


* —— —„— 


Ei outs. aan 
4 | On the Nature of lil. 


ness is "Light, and Light Darkness; 
nd as False hood is Truch to them, 80 
ke wise Eyil is their Good, and there- 
fore they may be compared to those 
ravenous Birds and Beasts, whose most 


delicious Repast is stinking Carrion. 


he Persons here described are all for 


Phygical or Natura} Influx; and if at 
any Time their Expressions Jean to 
tbe opposite Side, this is in Contormi- 


. ty to the System they outwardly pro- 


En and, not. to any Conviction of. 
mind. a oy OT | 


N * 8 1 * 
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losophY, that ta every Opera- 


Se nnd — active 


Hinciple and a passive Subject, and 
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: "that without both these, no Effect can 
take Place: Just so the Case stands 


between Matter and Spirit; the for- 
mer is a living Principle, the latter a 
4 inert Subject ; consequently, 
whatsoever has continued to exist from 
the Beginning i in this our Solar Sys- 
tem, is from a spiritual Source through 
a natural Medium, whether it be in 


the Animal or in the VegetaBle King- 
dom. Of Kin to this Axiom is the 
following, and accordingly adopted 
by the wisest scientific Men viz: That 
in producing every Effect, a principal 
and instrumental. Cause must concur; 
and that both these, though distinct 
in themselves, yet as they appear but 
one, are considered jointly as one and 
the same Cause; and this holds good 
in Relation to Spirit and Matter ¶ Na- 
ture J. That these two, in produc- 
ing their Effects, appear but as one, 
is, because 24 Spiritual part is 1 
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| tained. or concealed in that which 1 
Natural, as the Fibre in the Muscle, 
or as Blood in the Artery, or, to use 
another Comparison, as the Thoughts 
in the Speech, or the Affections of the 
Mind in the Sound of the Voice, com- 
municating themselves through these 
external natural Instruments. Hence 
we may ſorm some Idea how Spirit 
cloths itself with Matter; and, indeed, 
as a Garment is to a man, so is the 
organical Body to his Soul, which he 
may properly be said to — on, to 
wear it, and to put it off at the Time 
of Death. In like Manner the Body 
waxes old as does a Garment, decays 
and perishes; whereas the Soul, being 
a spiritual Substance, is subject to no 
such periodical Changes. They who 
consider the Body in any other Light 
than as a Covering to the Soul, dead 
in itself, but organized and fited to 
receive the Influxes of Life through 
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the Soul from God, must from an er- 
roneous Supposition conclude, that the 
Soul has a proper Life of it'sown, and o 
likewise the Body, and that, according 
to a Law of pre-e/iabliſhed Harmony. be- 
twixt both, they concur in © uniting 
their Operations; or else, that there is 
a Communication between these two 
Lives by Influx, either from that of the 
Soul into that of the Body, or vice 
vers: Whereas it is a Truth flowing 
from the Nature of created Beings, 
that what is posterior in Order cannot 
act from itself, but from that which is 

prior to it, and this only from that 
which is still prior, and so on till we 


| come to the first selſ- moving Princi- 


ple, which is God. Besides, Liſe in 
itself is a first Principle or Unity, and 
therefore not creatable, but altogether 
communicable from it's Fountain- 
Source into certain organized Forms 
12 * to the Reception of it. Such 
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are all and angular the Forms of every 
Kind of Life throughout the Uni- 


verse.“ It is supposed by many, that 


© Life, in the highest Archangel and the lowest 


Reptile, is one and the same in it's -original Es- 


Sence and Source, which is God z and. it is the Dif- 
ference in the Subject or Recipient that alone varies 
the Form of it. Man has a threefold capacity or 
Recipiency one above another, which no other 
Creature has, and therefore is receptive of the Spi- 
ritual and Rational, as well as of the Anima! Liſe. 
The Exercise and Improvement of his Faculties 
open the two former; but where they continue ſhut, 


be is no better than a sensual Animal, though, the 


Root of his Nature being in the eternal World, be 


must be immortal. They who attain no higher 


than to the rational Life in this World; may be 

great Scholars, and may be able to speculate highly, 
to reason deeply, and to talk learnefly ; but if they 
advance not to some sense of spiritual Things; or to 


a conscientibus Discharge of religious and practical 


Duties, according to the Light and Means afforded 


them, they reach not che spiritual bless ed Life to all 


Eternity, for ag new principle is opened in the Soul 
after Death, nor can be, for this is the only Season of 
Probation and Sowing ; afterwards the Tree lies as it 
falls, whether in it's Direction for Heaven or Hell. 
It is other ice with Infants, and such as depart this 
Life, not having attained to the Use of their Rea- 
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the Soul is Fossessed of a Pr inciple of | 
| Life as it's proper own, and that there- 
fore Life is continued to Man from 
himself, and not by any Influx from 
God ; but all such entangle and con- 
' found their Minds with their own 
false Reasonings on this Subject, be- 
ing mere Dotards in spiritual Things, 
in all their Disquisitions after Whictd 
they are bewildered tn a Labyrinth dr 
Errors, from which they know not how 
to extricate themselves; they are as 
Men n lodged i i Wo 5 18 Cy of 


«i Fenn having 3 nor dend 
themgelves ſcom God, nor confirmed themselves in 
Evil, are afier Death committed. to the Tuition. of 
Angels, and advance, through W - and the 
Knowledge of their Saviour God, to Divine Love, 

a certain Progress to Glory, Look well to it, O 
Saw who standeth here on thy Probation under 


EM HOY and Grace; for ihis ond 


ibly depend rhet Fhrm of Life which than 
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the Earth, where they dwell in perpe- 
tual Darkness. The necessary Conse 
quences that ſollow from these Mens 
false principles are horrible, as that 
God hath so trasfused himself into 
| Men, that every one is thereby be-. 
come a Kind of God, owing the Con- 
tinuance of his Existence to himself, 
as likewise all Goodness and Wisdom, 
and that all Saving Faith and Charity 
are his proper Riches, derived from 
Himself and not from God. besides 
many other ſhocking. T enets, only 
becoming chose Spirits of Darkness, 
Which, when in this World, took Na- 
ture for the God of Life and all 
Things. I formerly heard the Voice ot 
one saying from Heaven, that iſ there 
were 2 single Spark of Life in Man 
preceding from himself, and not 
from God [by continual Influx}, 
* Heaven, and all that is therein, 
Would have no Existence, and con- | 
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I "Truth of 3% this Prop. 
-tion - 1.5 vr NECESSATY 
N from the foregoing in. 
; No. g; for as the Soul continually; re- 
ceives an Influx of Life from God, 80˙ 
it transmits the same by influent Com- 5 
munication through the perceptive, 
Mind to the Body, giving to the last. 
through it's close Union therewith, the 
Appearance of acorporeal Life hence | 
K 3 ; 
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we know by Experience, that deu | 
united to Matter in Man, 25 a living 
Power to a liſeless Subject, qualifies | 
bim for rational Speech and moral 
Agency. It seems indeed to outward 
Appearnce, as if the tongue and the 
Lips spake, and the Arms and Hands 
acted by some Power of Life in them- 
selves; whereas it is Thought that 
Speaks, and the Will chat acts (both 
Spiritual in themselves) through their 
from this outward Natural World. 
That this is so, will readily appear, 
when we consider, that the ceas- 
4g of Thought, the Tongue is im- 
mediately silent, and that upon the 
Will's refraining to exert it's active 
Power, the Limbs are motionless in an 
Instant. The Union of Spirit with 
Matter, and the Appearance of Life 
in the latter from this Union, may be 
rated from the Comparizon of 2 
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Sponge replete. with generous, Wine, 
from the rich Juices in the Grape ot 
Apple, and the aromatic Virtue. ig 
Cinnamon: Now expres these Juices, 
and extract the Tincture from there 
containii Vessels and Integuments, 
and what remains but insipid dry 
Husks and Filaments? The Case is 
just the same with the corporeal Or- 
gans, when separated from their vital 


Principle. That from this Union of 


what is Spiritual with what is Natural 


in the Human Constitution, Man has 


his Denomination of a rational Crea- 
ture in this lower World, appears from 
the Power of arranging and analyzing 
his Thoughts, and the various Exer- 


cises of his Understanding; as that of 
his being a meral Agent does from. 


the Regulations of his Actions and 


Deportment by the Rules of Honesty 
and Decorum ; which high Privileges 


22 with from the Power 
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giveti to him to receive Influx from 
the Lord through the Angelical Hea- 
vens, which are the Habitations of 
Wisdom and Love, and consequently 
of Rationality and Morality in their 
essential Ground. It is from the 
Union of these two Principles from 
| Bot Worlds, that Man is qualified to 
Be it once both Spiritual and Natural; 
and that the Case with him after 
Death is partly similar and partly dis- 
45 smilar, f is because he has then also 4 
real and substantial Body but piri- 
tual; "Whereas that which . is at pre- 
sent invested with, is material or na- 
tural. Many suppose that "the Per- 
ceptions and Cogitations of the Mind 
2 vein spiritual Things) present 
A Ives to us naked and destitute 
of all organized Forms; but this is 
_ owitig to their Tgnotance of the Form- 
ation and Offices of the Brain with 
the various Interlextures and Convo- 


E 


| lations in it's cineritious and medulla» 
ry Substances, it's different Glands, 
Sinews, and Partitions, and number- 
less imperceptible Fibrillæ, and these 
invested with its Meninges and 
Matres [dra £ pia ]. all which af- 
ford infinite Materials and Recepta- 
cles to the Mind for the Configura- 
tion of it's Ideas: Now, upon the 
good Condition of these Parts de- 
pends the. Soundness of the intellec- 
tual Operations, and the regular Dez 
termination of the Will in this our 
Natural State, so that a Man is deem- 
ed Rational and Moral, in Propor- 
tion to the right Organization of his 
mental Forms; ſor the rational Sight 
of Man, which is the Understand-= 
ing, can no more be said to exist 
here in this outward World without 


Organs properly adapted to the Re- 
wn of SUR, * 0 — — 
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and so of the other Senses.“ 


From Ignorance, as touching the Nature of In- 
Aux, according to the Doctrine of our Author, viz. 


false, were they to 
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bodily Sight ta exist without Eyes; 
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as proceeding originally from God to the Soul, and 
thence through the Mind to the corporeal Organs, 
many false Philosophers have turned Materialists, 
Sceptics, or Atheists, for beginning at the wr 


| End, and tracing the intellectual Operations 8 
organised Matter as the Source and Cause of them, 
they could not but wfer, that, the Cause being 
ds poiled or taken away, the Eiſect must necessarily 


dease. Hence it is that two eminently useſul Bo- 
dies of Men, Physicians and Surgeons, among 
whom. many have been great Benetactors to Man- 


| Kind, and not only the Ornaments of their Profes- 


Justly stigmatized with the Reproach of Atheiam, 
or called Materialists, as denying the Immortali 
W rong-headedness af some unworthy Members of 
their respective Profegsions, who never pursued a 
Thought beyond Matter and Mecüniem- Now the 
Error of these Naturalists js tundamental, inverting 


the whole Order. of Creation ; and as they set out 


from ſalse Principles, all their Conelus ions must be 
that a Contusion, or other Injury of the Brain, occa- 
ons a Disorder or Loss of the Underst anding or 
Memory, and thence argue that the Brain is the 
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That the Reception of this Influx is atcording to 
PR aaa | 


13. 1 has been nating before, tht 
Man has not a Principle of Li 
in himself, but is only a Recipient 


principal Cause or Fountain of these Powers ; 
whereas Perception, Thought, and Memory, do not 
flow from the Brain, but from” the Mind into it, 28 
the proper Recipient thereof, for the Manifestation 
or the Intellectual Powers in outward Nature, or the 
material Part of the Human Constitution. The 
Deſect or Destruction of the Organ. does not occa- 
sion any absolute Loss or Annihilation of Intellect, 

for that remains still the same in it's own spiritual 
Principle or World; it only hinders it's Influx into 


another Condition of Existence, and so from mani- 


ſesting it's Operations in the Natural Workd. The 
Soul and it's Mind are absolutely independent om 
this mortal Body: they communicate to it, but Fe- 
ceſve nothing from it, though they reach to natural 
Things by means of and through it; they live, 
even during their Union with thie Body, in the Spi- 


ritual World in their own spiritual Body, and here | 
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Ga On the Nature and Hafner. 
- Life from God; forasmuch as Love 
and Wisdom constitute the true 
Life of Man, and they being only ori- 
ginally in God, he must necessarily be 
the only Fountain of his Life; and 
consequently, as far as any Man loves 
Wisdom, so far he is the Image of 
God, or a Receptacle of the Divine 
Life; and on the contrary, as far as 
any one is in the opposite Love, so far 
he is not a Recipient of the Divine 
but of the Helliſh Life, which in 
Scripture-Language is called Death. 
Let it be observed, that Love and 
Wisdom in the Abstract do not con- 
s#Iitute Life itself, but are the Essence 
of it ; whereas the pleasant Sensations 
of Love, and the delightful Percep- 
tions of Wikio, which are the Af- 


| Ane. ene 
flux it's proper Source and Progress, even the whole 
Amount of the Difference between believing rightly 


and Infidelity. 
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fections, give to Life it's true and pro- 
per Form, for through them the Es- 
sence [4c] of Life has it's Existence 
[-xiftere] and these are communicat- 
ed with the vital Iuflux from God, 
This may be illustrated from the ge- 
nial Influences of the Light and Heat 
of the Sun in Spring Time, chearing 
both Man and Beast, and giving new 
Life and fruitful Vigour to to the ve- 
getable World: Just so the swect Af- 
ſections of Love and Wisdom enlarge 
the Faculties of the Soul, and dispose 
them ſor the Reception of more co- 
pious Influxes, even as a merry Heart 
opens and exhilarates the Counte- 
| nance. Man with Respect to his 
Love and Desire of Wisdom, may be 
may be compared to the Garden of - 
Eden; in which we read were two 
Trees the one of Life, the other 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil: 
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Love and Wisdom from God, under 2 
plenary Sense and Conviction: of his 
being the Author of them; and in De- 
pendance on him as the sole Fountain 


af all Goodness : And the Free of the 


Knowledge oſ Good and Evil is where 
any one presumptuously ascribes Love 
and Wisdom to Self, and so sets him- 
self in the Place of God: To do this 
is the very Essence of Folly and Mad- 
ners, as the former: is an Indication of 
true Wisdem. See more on this Sub- 
ject in the Memorable Narrative in 
the Treatise, De Amore Confugials, No. 
132 to 136. I:ſhall here adduce an 


Arxcanum from the Celestial World, 


in Confirmation of this Doctrine. 
The Heavenly Angels turn their Faces 
to the Lord, as to their Sun, but the 
Infernal Angels turn kheir Backs to 
him, and so receive the Divine Influx 
into the evil Aﬀections or Concupis- 
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The Tree of Life is the Reception of 
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cences of their Will, and render their 
Understanding subservient and obedi+ 


ent thereto; whereas the former re- 


It is to be noted, that in the Spiritual Worlds, 
as is abundantly declared in the Author's Works 
from his own Experience, all things have their Ap- 
| Pearance there according to the Laws of Corres- 
pondence: Thus Truth, Goodness, Innocence, all 
Virtues, Graces, good Aﬀections, &c. and every 
Kind and Degree of them; have their external Re- 
presentat ons or corresponding Objects. acconding t 


the infinite Riches and Beauties of Spiritual Na- 


ture with endless Variety: This World is also full 
of Correspoudences, and so like wise is the Helliſh 

Kingdom. To give only a Hint by Way of Ilus- 
tration.” To two Angels conversing together, zup- 
posing on Love or Innocence, the vi- 
zible Scene presented to them may be delightful 
Fields with sporting Lambs, litile Children playing 
in Flower Gardens, warbling Birds -of beautiful 


Colours, and the like pleasing Imagery, Tow. 


ſernal Spirits, according to their different States and 
Employments respectively, are represented cotres- 
ponding Scenes of Wildness, Barrenness, Digmay, 
or Horror, So likewiee the Forum and Appear- 
ances of the Inhabitants of those Kingdoms corres- 


pond to their particular Tempera and Dispogitions,: 


' Thus to turn their Racks to the Spiritual Suu, is _ 


F of their rejecting, Truths e. 
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ceive their Influx into their intellec= 
tual Affections, and regulate their 
Will by their Understanding: Hence 
it is that these are in a State of Wis- 
dom, but the others in à State of 

Folly and Madness; for let it be ob- 
Served, that the Seat of the Under- 
standing is the Brain or Fore-part of 
the Head, but that of the Will in the 
Cerebellum or Hinder- part. It is well 
known, that the Man who ſorsakes the 
Ways of Wisdom, and abandons him- 
self to Error and Delusion, bribes. and 
strains his Understanding to invent 
Arguments accommodated to his In- 
el nations, that so he may confirm 
himself in his Error, and reconcile to 


his A _ Gratification'of his or- 


77 4 They Rae tee ALF, | 
not their Faces. Something in. this Way of 
-Correspondence is - retained in every Language, 
though few . The 
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rapt Affections; whereas the wise 
Man maketh Use of the Light of 
Truth, that he may discover what is 
wrong in the Propensions of his Will, 
that he may bring them under the 
Restraints and Correction of Wisdom. 
Or, to descrihe these two Characters 
in other Words, the Man of Wisdom 
turns his Face to God, as believing 
that all Love and Goodness can only 
come from him; therefore he “ trusts 
in the Lord with all his Heart, and 
leans not unto his own Understand- 
ing,“ Prov. iti. 3. And this is signi- 
fied by eating of the Tree of Life, 
Apoc. ii. 79. But the fooliſh Man 
turneth his Back to God; or looketh 
to himself alone for his Supplies of 
Goodness and Wisdom, according to 
the Character given of him in Prov. 
XXvili. 26, © He that trusteth in his 
own Heart, is a Fool.“ This is to eat 
of the Tree of Good and Evil. Hence 
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some imperfect Conception, at least, 
may be formed, how the continued 
Reception 'of vital Influx from God 
is according to the State or Condition 
of Love and Wisdom in Man; and 
the Laws of this Influx may be far- 
ther illustrated by the ſollowing Com- 
parisons: First, by the Influx of Light 
and Heat into Vegetables, which blos- 
som and bring forth Fruit after their 
Kind, according to the particular Con- 
. figuration of their component Fibres 
and Vessels; or in other Words, ac. 
cording to their Receptivity: Se- 
condly, by the Influx of the Rays of 
Light into precious Stones, which ad- 
mit and modify those Rays into vari- 
_ ous Colours, according to the particu- 
lar Contexture of their Parts or re- 
ceptive Powers: And thirdly, by the 
Appearance of Rainbows in certain 
Optical Glasses and Showers of Rain, 
where that enn is n 
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to the Eye, according to the Angle of 
Incidence and . the Refractions of the 
Rays, and consequently according to 
the Reception of the Solar Beams. Si- 
milar to these are the Operations of 
the Influx of Spiritual Light from 
the Lord, as a Spiritual Sun: This 
Influx into the human Mind never 
ceases, but the Reception of it varies 
according to the Nature and Qualities 
of the Subject. | 


TWELFTH. . 
| That the Human Understanding may, by due Cul- 
ture and Improvement of the rational Faculties, 
be elevated even to a Degree of Angelical Mit- 
dom ; and the Human Will, if the Life be 
good, be kindled into a Flame of Seraphic Love; - 
. but then uch an Elevation of Love can only ' 
take Place where the Will and Practice are 
'- conformable to - the Dictates of iu in the 
Understanding. \ "OUR he. 


14 Du the Human Mind, as has 
been observed before, we are 
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to understand it's two principal Facul- 
ties, the Understanding and the Will; 
the former is the Receptacle of the 
Celestial Light, which in it's Essence 
is Wisdom; and the latter the Re- 
ceptacle of the Celestial Heat, which 
in it's Essence is Love; and these two 
proceed from the Lord, as a Spiritual 
Sun, by Way of Influx universal and 
singular, into the Heavenly, and also 
into this Natural World, so commu- 
nicating Love and Wisdom both to 
Angels and Men. It is to be noted, 
that this Love and. Wisdom, as pro- 
ceeding from the Lord by Influx into 
Angelical and Human Souls, are ori- 
ginally in Union as one Principle, but 


| "are received in the Minds of both in 


a divided State as two Principles, first 
the Light which gives Understand- 
ing, and then gradually the Love 
which forms the Will : And this Me- 
thod of proceeding is by a gracious 
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Appointment, ſorasmuch as Man is de- 
signed to be a new Creature or re- 
formed, and that by Means of the 
Understandsng, and therefore is to be 
inst ructed from bis Childhood in the 


Prineiples of Truth and Goodness, 


that he may know how to chuse and 
order his Life aright, seeing that the 
Will is to be governed by the Under- 
standing. To this End Man is en- 


dowed with the Power and Means of 


advancing; even to some Degree of 
Angelic Wisdom, that so all Things 
may go well with him in Time and 
Eternity, if he regulates the Motions 
of his Will by the Light of Truth, and 
not otherwise; for the Human Will 


is by Nature prone to all Kinds of Evil, 


and therefore, if not restrained by 
Discipline, Man would not stick at 


Robbery or Murder, or any Kind of 


Wickedness, to gain his own Ends; 


conscquently, unless the Human Intel- 
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lect could raise itself above the Will 
for the Attzinment of Wisdom, that 
do it may communicate Instruction to 
influence and controul the latter, Man 
would be no better than à Beast, his 
Thoughts would be chained dowu to 
his natural Passions, nor could he 
make any Excursions into the Intel- 

lectual World, nor even enjoy the 
Use of Speech, but would express his 
Afﬀections by inarticulate Sounds like 
the brute Creatures. Without such 
2 Separation of his Understanding 
from the natural Bent of his Will, he 
would be rendered incapable of exer- 
cising any rational Inquires or Con- 
clusions, and be under the sole Domi - 
nion of Animal Instinct, and so, being 
unable to acquaint himself with God. 
in the Study and Knowledge of the 
Works of Creation, he could have no 
Fellowship with him, nor consequent- 
_ ty be capable of a blessed Immortali- 
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ty: for, to all Appearance, Man 
thinks and acts as ſrom himself, and 


this Appearance of his doing so, is 
the reciprocal Part on his Side of his 
Union or Communion with God; for 
without Reciprocation there is no 
Conjunction, as betwixt an Active 
and a Passive there can be none, un- 
less the latter reciprocates by Re-ac- 
tion. God alone is the first Agent, 
and Man suffers himself to be acted 


upon, and re-acts in Appearance as 


from himself, though in Truth such 
Re- action, deeply considered, is also 
from God. What has been here off- 
ered, if attentively considered, may 
serve to shew the Quality vf Love in 
the Human Will, when it is elevated 
and influenced by a right Under- 
standing. and when it is not, and con- 
sequently what is the Quale or Quality 
of Man. Now what Man is in Quality 


and Condition, when his Will-Princig 
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ple keeps not Pace with his Under- 
standing, but whilst the latter is em- 
ployed on heavenly Things, the Affec- 
tions of the former are set on earthly 
Things, shall be illustrated by the 
ſollowing Comparisons: Such a one 
may be likened to an Eagle, which, 
Soaring in the upper Regions of the 
Air, spies his Prey upon the Ground, 
and suddenly descends to feast on 
Garbage; or to the Adulterer, who, 
after extolling the virtue of Chastity, 
in Company with his Friends, pres- 
- ently withdraws to commit Lewdness 
with his Paramour; or to some sly 
Thief, who, being appointed to keep 
Watch for the Security of the Garrison, 
on spying some Booty at a Distance, 
quits his Station to play the Robber: 


Such is the Man whose Will and Af- 


fections correspond not to the Improv- 
ment of an exalted Understanding. 
but are sunk in Grossness and Sensu- 
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ality : Far otherwise is it with those 
happy Souls, who by the salutary Do- 

cuments and Influence of their Intel- 
lectual Attainments, subdue the irre- 
gular Propensities of their Nature. In 
these the Understanding and Will 
join in amicable Confederacy ; Wis- 
dom and Love are inseparably con- 
joined in Marriage Union, and their 
Lot is with Auge, in Bliss eternal 


1 TEENTH. 


That ebe Coſe 5 1 quite otherwise with the Bruce 
Creatures. 


15 HEY who judge only by 
their bodily Senses, are apt 
to conclude, that the Brute Creatures 
are endowed with Will and Under-" 
standing as well as Men, and tliat the 
only Difference between them in this 
Respect is, that the latter have the 
nn and SAS 4 
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res. their Thoughts and Affections by 
Words, and the former only to vent 
them by inarticulate sounds; whereas 


the Beasts have neither Will nor Un- 


derstanding in a proper Sense of these 
Words, but only Something analogous 
to them. The proper Distinction of 
Man is, chat his Understanding ad- 


mits of an Elevation above the Aﬀec- 


tions and Desires of his Will, and 
from it's higher Station can examine, 
judge, and controul them; but it is 
the Property of the Brute to be carri- 
ed away blindly by it's natural Pro- 
pensities; therefore he only can be 
aid to act in the Character of a Man, 
who keeps his Will in Subjection to 
his Understanding, as it is the Mark. 
of a Beast to have it's Understanding, 
so called, subject to its Will or Appe- 
tites. Ihe Conclusion to be deduced « 


| from hence is, that as the humen In- 


tellectual Faculty is receptive of the 


"Rs of &* _ 
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Divine Light, (which, though derived 
from God, yet has the Appearance of | 
being Man's proper own, from the 
Power of changing, combining, and 
analyzing his Ideas) therefore his true 
Understanding is a spiritual and vital 
Principle; and the ame may be pre- 
dicated of his Will. as being receptive 
of the Influx of Divine Love; whereas 


those of the Brute Animals come un 


der no such Predicament; and hence 
it is, that they who think anck act only 


from the natural Impulse of their chr 


rupt Affections, are comparec in Serip- 
ture to the Brute Beasts which have 
no Understanding: And indeed all 


. such i in the other World. when seen 


at a Distance, resemble them and act 
like them, only with this Difference, 
that they might. act otherwise if they 
would. But on the other Hand, they | 
who subdue the Evil of their Nature, 


„— their M2 by the Laws. 
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of Wisdom, appear in the Spiritual 
World in beautiful. Human Forms, 
and are as the Angels in Heaven. In 
Beasts the Intellect is never elevated 
above the Will, so as to be able to di- 
rect or controul it, but always corres- 
ponds with it; now the Will being 
from, Heat, and not from Light, it is 
blind, and consequently the Under- 
standing! in Brutes, as not rising higher, 
is blind also, and therefore they nei- 
ther know nor understand what they 
do; they act indeed, but . then it is 
only from the lower Kind of Influx 
' from the Spiritual World, (through 
the Natural) which is called Instinct, 
and has Nothing in it of Thought 


from Intellectual Knowledge in what 


they do, they being stimulated to 
Action by the Impulses of a na- 
tural Love implanted in their Nature 
by the Creator, and operating through | 
the -Offices of the natural Senses; 
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. F the Mind of Man has it's per- 7 


ceptions from the Light of Heaven, 
which renders him both rational and 
conversible, for it is an Irradiation of 
the Divine Light that thinks, and 
Thought that speaks. If it beobject-. 
ed, that Brutes act more uniformly ac- 
_ cording to the Laws of their Nature 
than many Men, and some of them in 
a Way that approaches near to Rea- 
son and Morality; it is answered. 
that this arises from their Under- 
standing being constantly and regu=: 
larly subservient to their Will, accord- 
ing to their Order in Creation, which- 
they never vary from, as Men do 
through false Reasoning and the Fluc- 

tuation of their Wills. Let it be ob- 


served here, that where-ever the 


Words Wir and UnpzrsTanpinG: 
have been made Use of in this Sec- 
tion, with Reference to Brute Ani- 
* they are only to be understood | 
M3 
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by Way of Analogy or Resemblance 
to those Faculties in the Human 
Mind. The Actions of a Beast, con- 
sidered as thus destitute of Intellectual 
Knowledge, may be compared to a 
Person walking in his Sleep, when the 
-Will to Motion 1s in Exercise, but the 


se of the Understanding is suspend- 


ed; or toa blind Man led along the 


Streets by a Dog: They may be 


likened to Ideots, who, from Custom 

and Habit, can perform some Things 
with great Exactness; or to such un- 
Happy Persons, who, being deprived 
of their Memory and Understanding, 
yet know how to put on their Clothes, | 
eat, and answer many other Calls of 

Nature, from Habit or a blind Impulse 
of the Will, without Design or 
Thought. From these Similitudes, 
we may see the Error of those who 


ascribe Rationality to Brutes, and dis- 


criminate them ſrom the Human Spe- 
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_ cies only by their external Figure and 
Want of Speech; from whence they 
argue, that if Man is immortal, so are 
they, and that if they have no Exist- 
_ence after Death, so neither has he; 
besides many other groundless Sur- 
mises proceeding from a total Igno- 
rance of the Nature of the Human 
Will and Understanding, and the 
Scale of Man's Ascent to Heaven.“ 


It is really offensive to see the Pains taken by 
some Mer of grovelling Minds, thus to debase Hu- 
man Nature, and rob it oſ the high Privileges which 
God has bestowed upon it, as though they thought 
it some great Point gained to be ranked on @ Level 
with the Beasts that periſh. It is true, Man is ca- 
pable of rendering himself no better, nay, even 
worse than brute Animals, by a wrong Choice, and 
the abandoning of himself to earthly Aﬀections and 
gensual :ndulgences; but then by a right Use of 
his Faculties, and the Means of Grace, he is also 
capacitated for Angelical Perfection. The Truth 
of the Matter is, these Levellers see not as yet in 
them<elves, or in the Gospel, the discriminating 
Privileges of Man, by which he is the Object of 
God's peculiar Care, and they are Strangers to his 
high Relation ts 'the Divine Nature through God 
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| Nhat there are three Degrees both in the Hein 
tal and in the Natural World, hitherto un- 
tum, n eee Lowe FS 


| Have their Operation. 


2 N the Method of pgs 

Causes from their Effects, we 
and Use of two- Kinds of Degrees, 
whereby to estimate Things; the one 
is expressed by Order as prior and 
posterior; the other by Condition or 


Incarnate, and the regenerating Operations of why 
Holy Spirit, which, by the Influxes of Heavenly 


Light and Love, qualify him for Fellowship wü 
God and Joy unspeakable. Besides, these Men are 
. utterly ignorant of one great End and Designation 
of the Animal World, viz. that every Species, 
Class, and Tribe thereof, are corresponding Types 
of spiritual Things, and of the Aſſections and Pro- 
Perties in the Human Nature, 80 that Man might 
read himself in them, for they are replete with 
Leons of moral Instruction, though. unconscious of 
it themselves; and accordingly the Scripture in We. | 
ny Places refers Man to them for this End. | 
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Quantity, as greater and less. Those 
Degrees which distinguish by Order, 
are called Degrees of Altitude, and 
also discrete or. disjunct ; and those 
which distingnish by Condition or 
Quality, as greater and less, are call- 
ed Degrees of Latitude or continu- 
ous: Ihe former is expreſſive of a 
Thing generated from another similar 
to it, but not the same, as a Nerve 
consists of Fibres, and Fibres of Fi- 
brillze, &c. The latter expresses the 
Modality of a Thing of the same De- 
gree of Altitude, according to it's In» 
crement or Decrement in Length, 
Breadth, &c. as a Column of Air, 
Ether, &c. greater or less. Now all 
Things, both in the Spiritual and Na- 
tural World, come under the Predi- 
caments of these ta Kinds of De- 
grees, whether they be of the Animal, 
Vegetable, or Mineral Kingdom, and 
also the Expanze of the Atmosphere in 


it's whole Extent from the Sun to the 
Earth. There are three distinct At- 
mospheres according to the Degrees 
of Altitude ¶ discrete] both in the 


Spiritual and in the Natural World; 


and that because each of them has it's 
proper Sun; those of the former are 
spiritual Substances, ke the Source 
they proceed from, and those of the 
latter material; and as these Atmo- 
spheres are both the Vessels and Ve- 
| Hicles of Light, it follows that there 
must be three different Degrees of 
both. Now as in the Spiritual World 
Light, in it's Essence, is Wisdom, and 
Heat Love, as was chewed before; 
eonsequently there are three Degrees 
of Wisdom, and three Degrees of 
Love, which constitute three Degrees 
of Life, differently graduated accord- 
ing to the' different Mediums they 
pass through. The Conclusion from 
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are three Angelical Heavens: the 
highest (which is also called the third) 
in which are Angels of the supreme 
Order; the middle or second, in 
Which are Angels of the middle Or- 
der; and the lowest or first, in which 
are Angels of the lowest Order. These | 
Heavens. are distinguished according 
to the different Degrees of Wisdom 
and Love in their respective Inhabi- 
tants; for Example, the Angels of the 
lowest Order are in the Degree of 
scientific Love, or that Kind of Love 
which is joined with the scientific 
Knowledge of Goodness and Truthz 
the Angels of the second Order, in 
intellectual Love, or that Kind of 
Love which is joined with Intuition, 
or the clearest Intellection of Things 
good and true; and the Angels of the 
third Heaven are in the sapient or su- 
preme Degree of Love, or Loye join- 
ed with Wisdom, which includes the. 
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two former Degrees, and consists in 
the most perfect Application of them 
to all the Oſſices and Purposes of the 
Angelical Life, true Wisdom consisting 
in the right Exercise and practical Use 
of Intellection and Science. As the 
Angelical Heavens are divided into 
three Degrees, so also is the Human 
Mind, it being an Image of Heaven 
in the lowest Form or Scale of Beings; 
therefore Man is capable oc becoming 
an Angel of any of the three Heavens, 
according to the Degree of his Re- 
ception of Wisdom and Love from 
the Lord an Angel of the lowest 
Heaven if in scientiſio Love; an An- 
gel of the middle Heaven, if in in- 
tellectual Love; and an Angel of the 
third Heaven, if in- 3 Love. * 


? 'S, 
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Saints in Heayen are not of any Order of Angels, 


but classed under a different Character; and the 
2 of Divinity lead to such Belief, 


* 
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For this Distinction of the Human 


Mind into mom anc of en 


Were the Matter 8 daubtful ebene 
ture, the Author's Tegtimony would be Sufficient. 
with such as te in a Disposition to receive it, to 
through a particular Vouchsaſement of the Divine 
Favour, he has held a constant Intercourse with 


Angels for these ſive and twenty Vears past; but 


the Matter is decided by more than Human Au- 


thority, as might be evinced from many Passages 
in the Sacred Writings, where Saints and Angels 
ate used as sy nonymous Terms; but the Instance 


ol the Angel's Refusal of Worship from John, as - 


recorded-in Rev. xxii. 9, will be allowed sufficient 
ſor a Note on this Subject : . See thou do it not, for | 
I am thy Fellow-Servant, and of thy. Brethren. the 
Prophets, and of them that keep the Sayings of 
this Book ; worship God.” Itis likewise observa- 
ble from this Passage, that the Gospel of Christ, as 
a Rule of Life, is not to be considered only as a 
temporary Dispensation respecting Mankind in 
their present State, but also as a Kind, of Tarnscript 


_ of. those Heavenly Laws whereby even the very 


Angels regulate their Lives and Behaviour, both 
in Reference. to God and one another; for though 
they are actuated by that Love which is a Law un- 
as touching the Principle -of; Duty and 
willing Obedience, yet we are not to suppose that 
the Divine CEconemy, even in this Kingdom of 
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see more in the Mzmoxaplre RELa- 
ron in my Treatise on Congucrat 
Love, No. 270. Hence it appears, 
that all Spiritual Influx descends from 
the Lord to Man and into Man, ac- 
cording to the three Drgees beſore 
mentioned, and is received by him 
according to his corresponding De- 
gree of Wisdom and Love. The 
Knowledge of this Doctrine of De- 
grees is highly requisite at this Time, 
when so many, through a total Igno- 


. -  rance of it, rest © contented with 


that lowest Kind of Knowledge which 
they receive through their bodily 
Senses, whence it comes to pass, that 
their Minds being vented with a Co 


Bliss, is without it's celestial cine; as well for 
the settled Purposes of Order and Government, as 
to serve also for a Directory te the Angels in their 
Several Stations and Relations, and in that diversi- 
bed Intercourse of benevolent and social Offices, 
which ad so much to the Joys of those friendly _ 
ings, and mae glad the City of God, 
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vering of thick Darkness, are unre- 
ceptive of Spiritual Light from above : 
No Wonder that such fall into Na- 
turalism, (or that Heatheniſh Kind of 
Philosophy which resolves all into Na- 
ture) whenever they go about to rea- 
son on the Constitution of the Hu- 
man Soul and Mind, and more espe- 
cially if they extend their Inquiries 
to the Subjects of Heaven and Im- 
mortality. In their vain Reasonings 
on all Subjects, - the fancied Wisdom 
of these Sciolists may be compared to 
the futile Prognosticat ions of those 
ignorant Star-gazers, who, Whilst 
they pretend to tell other Men their 
Fortunes, are ignorant of their own; 
or to those prating Gossips ever busy 
about Nothing, who profoundly des- 
cant on whatever passes in the Neigh- 
| bourhood, without knowing any Thing 
of the Matter. When such Dissec- 
ters of Truth undertake to analyze 
. 5 EY 
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metaphysical Subjects, can we won 
der if Butchers should set up wr | 
Teachers of Anatomy from the /Expe- 
rience they have gained from the In- 
side of à Calf? In a Word, to spe- 
eulate on Spiritual Things from mere 
Natural Knowledge, without any In- 
Aux of Spiritual Light, is no better 
than dreaming; and to reason on them 
from no other Fund, but as taking in 
-one's-Stegp. See more on this Sub- 
Ject of the three Degrees in a Work 
De Drum Amore Diriua Saptentin, 


printed at Amsterdam. 176g, from * 
r ah 
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1 4 4 


ee rene. 
That the End: proposed (or that for the Sake of 
which any Thing tit dine] as they are firit in 
the Intention, 50 are they firit in Order: in the 
tecond Degree of Order are the Cauzes, or 
Means uted for the Accompliſtiment of thoze 
Ends ; and in the third Degree of Order are 
the E fects, or Accomplickment wy, IM 


n 


17.T T is a selſ-evident Nope : 
that the End is not the Cause, 
but productive of the Cause; and that 
the Cause is not the Effect, but pro- 
ductive of the Effect; and conse- 
quently that they are of a three fold 
Distinction and Consideration. The 
End which Man proposes in auy 
Thing is the Objeet of his Love. 
which is seated in and conjoined with 
his Will; for what he loves, he in- 
tend, wills, or desires: The Cause is 
the Work of his Understanding. for,in' 
and through that the End seeks the 


Na 
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efficient Means of it's own Accom- 
pliſmment; and the Effect proceeds 
from, and is according to the Opera- 
tion of his corporeal Powers: So that 
there is a Triplicity of Order in 
Man, corresponding to the three De- 
grees of Altitude mentioned in the 
foregoing Chapter; and when this 
Triad has proceeded to its Consum- 
mation, the End has found itself in 
the Cause, and through the Cause in the 
© Effect; and consequently, in the Ex- 
ſect, all three co- exist or are conjoin- 
d as one. Hence it is that we read 
in the Word of God, that Man is to be 
judged according to his Works; for the 
End (or for the Love conjoined with 
his Will) and the Cause (or the Ope- 
tion of his Understanding) are in- 
claded in his outward Works, and so 
constitute the Quality of Man.“ They 


The intelligent Reader will, in this short An- 
ayss of the Author, tte the Funlity vf that Con- 


Ou the Nate of box. * 
who continue Strangers to this Doc- 


trine of Influx, in it's Progression ac- : 
- -cording to the three Degrees before 


mentioned, terminate the Ideas of 


b Mind in the Atoms ol Epicurus? 


avert; eien tas ne ae 65 Peace of 
the Church concerning Justifieation by Faith, and 
Justification by Works; and, and by the Help of 
this Distinction, 'clearty perceive how both Sides. 
have »migtaken the Subject; for Faith, as an Act 
of the Understanding, enters into the Work, nay, 


is the Cause of it; formo Werk considered merely. 


in delt is gpod er bad in e e Seme, but takes 
it's Quality from the Principle and Intention of te 
Agent ; so that @ good Work implies a right Faun 
expressed in Act or Deed ; otherwise the Work, 
though apparently good, is not morally so, but 
counterfeit or hypocritical, and therefore no true 
Expression, but a Lye. But the Author's Distine- 
tion goes ſacther, for it shes that Love or Charity 


is also in every good Work, and essential to it, for 


Love in the Will is the End of the Werk, und also 
the first moving Principle, and so aperdtes by und 
through the Cause in the outward Act: So that a 
good Work is Love, Faith, and Operation or A et, 
or two spiritual Principles maniſested in @ corpo- 


real or natural Representation. The lenportance of | 


this Truth is recommended © Ine 
en eu bag A 
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the Monads of Leibnitz, or the simple 
Substances of Wolfius, who makes 


them to be so small as to be incapa- 
ble of Division without Annihilation.“ 


The Philosphy of these three Authors is evi- 
dently the same, for whether they call their first 
Principles by the Name of Atoms, Monads, or sim- 

ple Substances, it equally resolves itself into the 

corpuscular Physiology of the ancient Atheists, who 
_ denied the Existence of immaterial Substances, and 
so traced all the Operations of the human Mind 
from material Influx, insomuch that, according to 
them, all the rational Endowments, with every Vir- 

tue and amiable” Quality that distinguishes, and 
© adorns the Nature of Men,-are no other than Im- 
pressions some how or other made on his Blood 
und Brains by Particles of Matter; nay, they chose 
rather to ascribe the Constitution of the World, and 

all the Wonders of 'Wisdom in it, to the fortuitous 
Concourse and Agency of renseless Matter, than to 
the Power of an omaiscient Creator. Something of 
these Fooleries (though sufficienty exploded and con- 
ſuted by the wiser Heathens, especially the Plato- 
nists) has been revived not long since, though in 
another shape, under the Names of Vortexes, Efiu- 
via, simple Substances, &c. by Men vainly affecting, 
to appear wiser than their Neighhours, by ſhewing 
how the Works of Creation might en * 


Help of God Almighty. 
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Thus they shut the Door against all 


Man no other Ideas than those he is 


therdby declaring in Bflbet, hut Spirit 
is Nothing more than Matter highly 


dirament of rational Creatures us Men; 
and that the human Soul is Nothing 
more than ia Breath of Air, with 
many other like Absurdities-. Forus- 
much us ull Things, both in the Spi- 
ritual and in the Natural World, have 
their Progress ions respectively accord - 
ing to the Degrees mentioned in the 


doregoing Section, it is Evidently a 


wart of human Wisdom to take Cog- 
nirance of and distinguish them; for 
the prevailing Love is the Cxiterion 
by which a Man is to know himself. 


dweeing tlat che Ends he purewes (br- 
the Tendancy of his Will), the eli - 


intellectual Knowledge, allowing to 


furniſhed with through the Senses, 


Kirefied and attenuated; that the 
Beusts are as well intitted to the Pre- 
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cient Cause or Means he makes Use 
of (which is the Exercise of his Un- 
derstanding), and the Effect or Ac- 
compliſhment (which are his execu- 
tive bodily. Powers), do orderly fol- 
low from his Love, as naturally as the 
Free - proceeds from it's Seed, and 
Fruit from the Tree. There are three 
distinct Kinds of Love; the Love of 
Heaven, the Love of the World, and 
the Love of Self; the first is a spiri- 


* - tual Love, the second material, and 


the third corporeal. Where the Love 
is spiritual, all the Aﬀections flowing 
from it ate correspondent to it, as 
Forms are to their Essences: So, if the 
ruling Paſſion be ſor the Things of 
this World, it's Aﬀections of Course 
are earthly: And if it be the Love of 
Self and Pre- eminence over others 


that takes Possession of the Heart» 


this inſects the whole Man with an 
idolatrous 1 and that be- 
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enuse this Kind of Love solely re- 


spects a Man's own Person: There- 


fore, as has been just observed, he that 


knows the predominant Love. of any 
one, and also understands the Progres- 
Sion of Ends to their Causes, and of 


in regular Sequence according to their 


Degrees of Altitude), he knows the 
whole Man. Thus the | heavenly 
Angels immediately discover the Dis- 
position and Character of every one 
they converse with, for they instantly 
distinguish his Kind of Love by the 
particular Sound of his Voice; the 
Turn of his Mind from his Counte- 
nance; and his Whole Demeanour ' 


from a single Gesture.“ 


What the Author — hen in Relation to ; 


the Wisdom of Angels, is the less to be questioned, 


as eyen some Men, from an extraordinary Degree: 
of Sagacity and Penetration, are able to form a 


Judgment * me particular Tempers and Diaposi- ; 


Causes to their Effects (which follow 


ö 
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bar from the foregoing Principles we may trace 
Spiritual influ: from i'r original Soerce to it's 
ultimate Effects. 


18. NNXTHAT has hitherto been 
said upon the Subject of 
Spiritual Influx, respeets chiefly it's: 
Progression from, the Soul to the 
Body, and not ſrom God to the Soul, 
and that because of the universal Ig- 
norance that prevails with Respect 
to the Spiritual World and it's Sun, 
from which this World receives its 
spiritual Emanations of Influx, How- 
over, as I am gifted with the Privilege 


i _ tions of Persons even at first Sight; nay, some have 
gone 5d far as to affirm, that Something may be ga- | 

 _ thered, as to the particular Temperament of a Per- 

bon, from his Autography or Hand-Writing, hen 

undiĩsguised; and that there is an observable Differ» 

ence betwixt that of Males and 9 is uni- 
K 
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ol being conversant in both Worlds, 
and of beholding the Suns of both, I 
am obliged in Conscience to make 
this Discovery to Mankind; for the 
use of Knowledge is to communicate 
it to others, that they may be the bet 
ter ſor it: To do otherwise, is to be 
guilty of spiritual Avarice, and to act 
the Miser who hoards up his Trea- 
sure ſor the Sake of looking at it, and 
counting it over without any Inten- 
tion of Use. Now, in Order to a more 
thorough. Understanding of the Na- 
ture of Spiritual Influx, as it proceeds 
from it is original Source, it is requisite 
to know the essential Difference be- 
tween that which is Spiritual and that 
which is natural, and also to form a 
right Conception of the Nature of the 

human Soul ; and therefore to supply 
what is wanting in this ſhort. Lucu- 

brat ion, I refer tlie Reader for farther 
Instruction on these Subjects to cer- 
3 | 
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tain Memorable Relations in my Work 
De Amore Compugials, vis. for Article 
Spiritual, see No. 326 to 329. For 
Article Human Soul, see Nb. 315. And 
see No. 380, and als 415 to 422. 
19. I ſhall here annex the foll wing 
_ Memorable Relation. Aſter this Lu- 
cubrat ion was finished, I prayed that 
the Lord would please to grant me an 
Interview with the Disciples of Aris- 
* totle, with those of Descartes, and 
also with those of Leibnitz, to the End 
that I might hear from them their 
Tenets concerning the Communica- 
tion and Opera tions of the Soul and 
Body; and in Answer to my Prayer, 
nine Persons presented themselves 
to my View, three of each Class, and 
ranged themselves in Order, the Aris- 
totelians towards my Left-hand, the 
Curtesians towards my Right, and the 
_ Eeibnitzians behind them, and through 
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the intermediate Spaces, at a great 
Distance off, appeared three Men as 
if crowned with Laurel, whom I knew, 
by an influxile Perception, to be the 
three Founders of those Sects: Be- 
bind Leibnitz, stood one who had 
Fold on the skirt of his Garment, and 
I 'was told he was Wolfius. These 
nine Men, at their first Interview, be- 
haved courteously to one another, 
but on the Appearance of a Spirit from 
beneath with a Torch in his Right- 
band, which he . waved before their 
Faces, they immediately commenced 
Enemies, three against three; for they 
became inflamed with the Zeal of Dis- 
putation. The Aristotelians, who were 
of the School-men, began the Debate, 
eaying, Who does not perceive that 
Iufl ux proceeds from outward Objects 
through the Senses into the Soul, and 
that as plainly as a (fan. is sen to 
| ren Room or Door: and 
| 2 
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consequently that Ideas are excited-in 
the Soul by the Laws of such Influx ? 
When the Lover beholds the Mistress 
; of his Aﬀections, does not the beloved 
© Object first cause his Eyes to sparkle, 
and through them communicate the 
zmorous Passion of his Soul? When a 
Heap of. Gold present itself to the 
View of the greedy Miser, how does 
the Sight of the darling Metal delight 
his Eyes, and kindle in his Soul an ar- 
dent Desire to possess it! And when 
the vain Man hears himself praised, 
how does the pleasing Sound raviſh 
his Bars, and through them convey, 
Self-Complacency into his Soul! Do 
not then these, among other number- _ 


less Instances, demonstrate that - tile 


bodily Senses are the only Inlets to 
the Soul, and suſſiciently establiſh the 
Doctrine of Physical Influx ? To this 
he Cartesians, who hitherto stood 
with their Fingers upon their Eye- 
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Brows in a musing Posture, replied as 
follows : What Delusion is here! And 
how do you reason from fallacious Ap- 
pearances only! Is it not easy for you 
to know, that it is not the Organ of 
Vision in the Lover that admires and 
desires the beloved Object, but his 
Soul ? That it is from his Soul that 
the Miser covets the golden Heap. 
and not from any bodily Sense? And 
lastly, that it is the Sou-of the vain 
Man that loves himsglf in the Praises 
of the Flatterer? For it is the precep- 
tive Faculty that produces Sense, and 
all Perception is from the Soul. Shew, 
if you can, what else causes the Tongue 

and Lips to speak but Thought, or 
the Hands to work but the Will; now 

Thought and Will proceed from the 
Sul, and not from the Body; and 


. hence likewise it is that the Eyes see, 


the Ears hear, and the rest of the cor- 
poreal Organs discharge their respec- 
o 
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tive Functions: From these, and many 
more . conviacing Proofs, every one 
that has a Grain of intellectual Know- | 


ledge may know of a Truth, that In- 
flux proceeds not from Matter to 


Spirit, but contrariwise, and thereſore | 


we call it by the Name of Spiritual, 
and sometimes by that of Occasional 


Influx. After this, the three who were 


Followers of Leibnitz, and stood behind 
the other two Triads, cried out and 
said: We have heard and compared 
the Arguments on both sides, and find 
that each has both its Advantage and 
Disadvantage in different Parts of the 
Dispute, and . therefore, if agreed to, 
we will compound the Difference: 


And being asked how ? they answer- 


ed, By setting aside all Influx from 


the Soul to the Body, and also from 


the Body to the Soul, and by main- 
taining a joint Consent and instanta- 


* 
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which a celebrated Author has pro- 
perly distinguished by the Name of 
Pre- established Harmomy. Upon this a 
Spirit appeared again with a Torch, 
now in his Leſt-hand, which he wav- 2 
ed behind their Heads, upon which 
their Ideas became confused, and they 
all cried out with one Voice, We 
neither know bodily nor spiritually 
' which side to take, and therefore let 
us decide the Dispute by casting Lots, 
and abide by that which comes up 
first: This said, they took three Lots, 
on one of which was written Physical 
Inſtux: On the second Spiritual Iuſux: 
And on the third, Pre-established. Har- 
mony : These they put into a Recei- 
ver, and appointed one of their Num- 
ber to be the Drawer, who drew out 
that Lot on which was written Spiri- 
tual Influx: on which they all said, 
some with a loud and distinct Voice, 
others more faintly and inwardly, 
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+ Let us abide by this:“ When an 
Angel immediately appeared, and said 

to them. Do not suppose, that this 
Lot came to Hand by mere Chance, 
but know that it is by Divine Divec- 
tion, that so you, who could not dis- 
cover the Truth because of the Confu- 
sion of your Minds, might have it thus 
presented to you in the Way of your 
own chusing. 


* * 2  & * * 


20. I was asked by a certain Per- 
bon many Years ago, How I from a 
Philesopher, came to be a Divine: 
To which I answered, Even in the 
same Way that Fiſhers became Dis- 
ciples and Apostles by our Lord's Ap- 
pointment, for that I also was 2 Fiſher 
from my early Youth, im a figurative- 
Sense of that Word.” Upon which he 
acked me, what it signified in such a 
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Sense? I replied, that the Word Fiſher 
in the Scriptures, taken in it's spiritual 
Meaning, signifies one that searches 
out, and teaches, first, natural Truths, 
afterwards such as are spiritual, in a 
rational Way. Upon his putting the 
Question, how this could be proved? 
J said, from the following Texts: 
The Waters ſhall fail from the 
Sea, and the Rivers ſhall be wasted 
and dried up: The Fiſhers also ' ſhall 
mourn, and all they that cast Angle 
into the Brooks ſhall lament,” Isa. xix. 
5, 8. And elsewhere, They [the 

Waters] ſhall be healed, and every 
Thing ſhall live whither the River 
cometh: And it ſnall come to pass, 
that the Fishers ſhall stand upon it 
from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim : 
they ſhall be a Place to spread forth 
Nets; their Fiſh ſhall be according to 
their Kind, as the Fish of the great 


Sea, exceeding many,” Ezek. xlvii. gþ 
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10. And again, © Behold I will send 
for many Fishers, saith Jehovah, and 
they ſhall fish them.“ i. e. the Child- 
ren of Israel,] Jer. xvi. 16. Hence 
we may learn why our Lord made 
Choice of Fishers for his Disciples, 
and said unto them, Follow me, 
and I will make you Fichers of Men,” 
Matt. iv. 18, 19. Mark i. 16, 17. 
And likewise to Peter, aſter he had 
taken a Multitude of Fishes, From 
henceforth thou halt catch Men,” 
Luke v. 10. Afterwards 4 explained 
to him the Reasom of this Significa- 
tion of the Word Fiſhers from my 
Bock intitled. Apera/ypzs  Revelate, 
viz. because Water signifies natural 
Truth.“ No. 50. and 932. Ws like- 


dent nll it 3 


n' figurative Sense, should signify natural Truths, 


yet this is easily acceunted for from our being 80 
little acquainted with the Doctrine of Correspond- 


ences, according to which spiritual Things are re- 
_ heevented by natural, of which our Author gives 
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 wise does the Word River, No. 409, 
432. And the Word Fish Signifies those 


more than a 3 Instances i in his Works bw 
the Sacred Writings. As in many Places Thirst 
signiſies Desire of Truth in the Soul, (oo Divine 
Truth is expressed by living Water, John iv. 10, 
&c. Hence we may easily infer, that, when used 
in an inferior Sense, it may signify natural Truth, 

or Truths of a lower Kind. As many Passages in 
Scripture can only be rendered intelligible by this 
Doctrine of Tcanisms, so let it be observed, that, 
though much of it has been long lost, yet some - 
thing of it is still retained in all Languages, and 
even in many Instances where the Emblem has out- 
lived it's Meaning, or in other Words, where the 
Analogy between/the Type and the Antitype is no 
longer understood; however, it is no Reason for re- 
ſeeting the Use of the corresponding Term, accord 
ing to the Sense given to ĩt by Authority and Custom 
though no Similarity or Resemblance betwixt it 
and the Thing Corresponded to ſhould appear: 
Thus, for Example, many Texts of Scripture are 
produced by the Author, in which the Word Horse 
evidently signifies Intellection, or the Undergtand- 
ing of Truth or. Doctrine; and yet we sc not the 
Analogy between these different Terms, or be- 
tween the Sign and Thing signified.. Certain it is, 
that the Horse was a very significant Emblem. both 
among the Egyptians and Asiaties, and from them 
was adopted by the Grecians as a Symbol of Wis- 
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that are in scientific or natural Truth, 
No. 405. And hence Fishers, those 
who investigate and teach natural 
Truths. Upon hearing these Things, 
my Querist said, with a loud Voice; 
Now I can I xe the Reason why 
the Lord called Fiſhers [in a li- 
teral Sense of the Word] to be his 
Disciples, and therefore the less won- 
der that he hath also adopted you to 
the same Office, seeing, as you tell 
me, you have been from your early 
Youth a Fisher in a figurative sense of 
that Word, i. e. an Investigator and 
Teacher of natural Truths, as you are 

now of spiritual Truths, the Know- 
| ledge of these having their Founda- 


Foe hence the Equus ji e or Donnas which 
their Poets; after their usual Manner, converted 
into a Fable; Now Wings added to'a Horse elevate 
the Iconism to spiritual or divine Wisdom. 


* See the Author's Work, intitled Repram 
Minerale, n Folie, publiſhed at e 
173% 
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tion in those as their corresponding 
Types in the natural World.“ To 
which he also added, (for he was a 
Man of Understanding) The Lord 
only knows who is the properest Mes- 
senger, by whom to reveal the Doc- 
tries of the New Jerusalem Church, 
be he an Archbishop, or only one of his 
menial Servants: Besides, who now-a- 
days is deemed qualified for the Office 
ofa Divine, before he has passed through 
philosophical Studies? Lastly, says he 
* Since you have commenced Divine, 
declare your Theological Principles.” 
To which I answered, Among these, 
the two principal ones are, That there 
is hut One God, and that a Saving Faith 
is necessarily con joined with Charity. 
To which he replied, * Where are these 
denied! I answered, In the modern 
Divinity, if attentively considered. 
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LET P E R 
HON. EMANUEL SW EDENBORG 
TO THE 
Na V. THOMAS HARTLEY. 


TAKE Pleasure in the Frienditip 

vou express for me in your ketter, 
and return you Thanks for the same; 
but as to the Praises therein, I 
der them as belonging to the T 
contained in my Writings, and re- 
fer them to the Lord our 
his Due, who is in hiraself the Foun- 
fain of all Truth. It is the conclud- 
ing Part of your Letter that chiefly 
engages my Attention, where you say 


A Letter, . an 
as follows: As after your Departure 
from England Disputes may arise on 


the Subject of your Writings, and o 


give Occasion to deſend their Author 
against such false Reports and Asper 
sions, as they who are no Friends to 
Truth may invent to the Prejudice of 
his Reputation, may it not be of Use, 
in Order to repel any Calumnies of 
that Kind, that you leave behind  yau 
some short Account of yourself, as 
concerning, ſor Example, your De- 
grees in the University. the Offices 
you have borne, your Family and Con- 
noctions, the Honours which I am told 
tuch other Particulars as may serve to 
the Vindication of your Character, if 
attacked, that so any ill-· grounded Pre- 
joadices may be obviated or removed : 
tor where the Honour and Interest of 
Truth are concerned, it certainly be- 
-boves us to employ all lawful Me- 
| P2 
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. - for the Prepagation of the Gospel, 


112 | 4 Letter, Ec. 
'thods in its Defence and Support. 5 


| Aﬀter reflecting on the foregoing Pas- 


age, I was induced to comply with 


pour friendly. advice; by briefly com- 


municating the following Circum- 
'Stances uf my Life. 0 
I was born at Weben ie 


Vear of our Lord 1689, Jan. 29. My 


Father's Name was Jesper Swedberg, 
who was Bishop of West-Gothia, and 
of celebrated Character in his Time: 

Ke was also a Member of the Society 


formed an the Model of that in Eng- 
land, and appointed President of the 
Swedish Churches in Pennsylvania, 


and London, by King Charles XII. 
In the Year 1710, I began my Travels, 


first into England, and aſterwards 
into Holland, France, and Germany, 
and returned Home in 1714. In the 
- Year 1716, and afterwards, I frequent- 
in conversed with Charles XII. King 
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of Sweden, who was pleased to bestow 
on me a large Share of his Favour, 
and in that Year appointed me to the 
Office of Assessor in the Metallic- 
College, in which Office I continued 
From that Time till the Vear 1747. 
when I quitted the Office, but still re- 
tain the Salary annexed to it as an 
Appointment ſor Life. The Reason 
of my withdrawing from the Business 
of that Employment was, that I might 
be more at Liberty to apply myself to 
that new Function to which the Lord 
had” called me. About this Time a2 
Place of higher Dignity in the State 
was offered me, which I declined to 
accept, lest it should prove a Snare to 
me. In 1719, Las ennobled by Queen 
Ulrica Eleonora, and named Sweden- 
ho from which Time I have taken 
my. Seat with the Nobles of the © 
Equestrian Order, in the TTriennial 

Assemblies of the States. Ta am a Fel- 
P 3 X 


mn A Letter, Vr. 


low, by Invitation, of the Royal Aca- 
 &demy of Sciences at Stockholm, but 
Have never desired to be of any other 
Community, as I belong to the Socie- 
ty of Angels, in which Things Spit 
tual and Heavenly are the only Sub- 
Jects of Discourse and Entertainment; 
| whereas in our literary Societies, the 


Attention is wholly. taken up »with 


Things relating to the Body and this 
World. In the Year 1734, I publish- 
ed the Regnum Mincrale at Leipsic, in 
Three Volumes, Folio; and in 1738. 
I took a Journey into Italy, and staid 
2 Lear at Venice ud; 1 71 


With . to my Family Con- 
nections: I had four Sisters; one of 
them was married to Eric Benzelius, | 
afterwards made Archbishop of Upsal ; 
and thus 1 became related to the two 


zucceeding Archbishops, of that See, 
both named Benzelius, aud younges 
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Brothers of the ſormer. Another of 
my Sisters was married to Lars Ben- 
zelstierna, who was promoted to a 
Provincial Government ; but these are 
both dead: However, two Bishops 
who are related to me are still living; 
one of them is named Filenius, Bishop 
of Ostrogothia, who now officiates as 
President of the Ecclesiastical Order 

in the general Assembly at Stock- 
hola, in the Room of the Archbishop 
who is infirm; he married the 
Daughter of my Sister: The other, 
who is called Benzelstierna, Bishop of 


Mestmannia and Dalecarnia, is the 


Son of my second Sister, not to men- 
tion others of my Family who are dig- 
nified. I converse freely, and am in 
Friendship with all the Bishops of my 
Country, who are ten in Number, and 
also with the steen Senators, and the 
rest of the Grandees, who love and 
hongur me, as knowing that I am in 
6 & 0 


” ©» 


4216 A Litter, Oc. 


Fellowship with Angels. The King 
and Queen themselves, as also the three 
Princes their Sons, shew me all kind 
Countenance, and I was once invited 
to eat with the King and Queen at 
their Table, (an Honour granted only 
to the Peers of the Realm) and like- 
wise since that with the Hereditary 
Prince. All in my own Country wish 
ſor my Return Home, so far am I from 
the least Danger of Persecution there, 
as you seem to apprehend, and are 
also 80 \kindly solicitous to provide 
against, and should any Thing of that 
Kind befall me elswhere, it wilt _—_— 
me berg e, Te 
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ack may appear to be in the 
Things beſore- mentioned, I hold them 
but as Matters of low estimation, 
when compared to the Honour of that 
holy Office, 6— Lord him- 
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self hath called me, who was graciously 
pleased to manifest himself to me his 


unworthy Servant, in a personal Ap- 


pearance in the Year 1743, to open in 


me a Sight of the Spiritual World, 


and to enable me to converse with 
Spirits and Angels, and this Privilege 
has continued with mg to this Day: 
From that Time I began to print and 


publish various unknown Arcana, that 


have been either seen by me or re- 


vealed to me, concerning Heaven and 


Hell, the State of Men after Death, 


the true Worship of God, the Spiritual 


Sense of the Scriptures, and many 
other important Truths ' tending to 
Salvation and trae Wisdom : And that 
Mankind might receive Benefit ſrom 
these Communications, was the only 
motive which has induced me at dif- 
ferekt Times to leave my Home to 
visit other Countries. As to this 
' World's Wealth, I have what is suffi- 
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cient, and wore I neither «6ek nor . 
n for. 


— Letter bh drawn the Men- 
| tion of theee Things from me, in Case, 
as you say, they may be a Means to 
prevent or remove any ſalse Judg- 
ment or wrong, Prejudices with Re- 
gard to my personal Circumstances, 
Farewel ;. and I heartily wish you 
Prosperity both in Things spiritual 
and temporal, of which I make no 
Doubt, if eo be you go on to pray to 
our Lord, and ag 
fore ou. 61 t'\ 
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